
THE LIBERTY
DECEMBER 2019 EDITION THE LIBERTY.IE

FREE ISSUE 098

Seeking a better 
Dublin city in 2020 

Decade in review special 

Tributes laid at the scene of the accident that killed cyclist Neeraj Jain near the new Children’s Hospital. Photo | Brian O’ Connell

NEWS FEATURES ARTS SPORTS

Changing face of the Liberties 
pullout special 

P. 11

O’ Devaney Gardens 
situation escalates 

P. 5

Beekeeping - Creating a buzz in 
the Liberties 

P. 17

Looking back on the last 
ten years in sport 

P.  21



Welcome to the December 2019 
issue of The Liberty, the free  

newspaper for The Liberties area.
This paper is produced by  

journalism students of Technology 
University Dublin in Aungier 

Street.

THE

LIBERTY

EDITOR

NEWS

FEATURES

ARTS

SPORT

WEB

PRODUCTION

PHOTOGRAPHY

Megan O’Brien

Laura Matjusaityte
Niamh Talbot

Erica Carter
Gavin Dalton

Amber Baxter
Olivia Diusart

Nathan Davies
Eric Ryan

Conn McGillon
Ciaron Noble

Eibhin Kavanagh
Rebecca Daly 

Ella Owusu  Miller 

2 NEWS December 2019 www.theliberty.ie

THE 200-YEAR-OLD church of St Catherine on Thomas Street is 
currently under renovation. The restoration includes bringing 
the 19th  century clock back into use. 

The clock restoration is being carried out by Stokes Clocks 
of Cork. The company has been operating for over 50 years 
and have previously worked on historical clocks around the 
country such as Dublin Castle, Collins Barracks, NUIG and the 
famous Clerys clock. 

Phillip Stokes of Stokes Clocks, he told the Liberty: “The job 
has been running for the past three months on and off, as it 
had to fit in with other works on the building.”

 With regards to the 140-year-old clock, Mr Stokes said: “It 
was in okay condition as it had a major job done on it 20 years 
ago, but had been stopped for a few years.”  

 This iconic Church of Ireland church is an integral part of 
the Liberties and has been a local church for many Liberties 
residents for more than two centuries. It’s currently used by 
an evangelical Anglican congregation, and has also housed 
many community projects. 

 Mr Stokes continued by stating “We have finished what 
was needed for now, but the bell striking is not working and 
might be done in the future.”

 In addition to the clock being repaired, conservation to 
the clock tower itself is also underway as well as other repairs. 

 

St Catherine’s 
tower is back 
on the clock

St Catherines Church is under a new phase of restoration. Photo | Hannah Cosgrove 

BY ERIN KILLORAN

Paul Quinn resigns from board 
of National Children’s Hospital 
CHIEF PROCUREMENT office for the state, Paul 
Quinn, has stepped down from the board of the 
National Children’s Hospital as chair of the fi-
nance subcommittee.

Quinn is the latest senior official to resign 
from the board in the past year following the 
resignation of John Pollock, chief engineer of 
the project, in March and Tom Costello, chair-
man of the board, in February. 

The project is already €455m over budget 
and there have been indications from Taoiseach 
Leo Varadkar that further cost increases may be 
expected. Following one such signal it emerged 
via minutes from a meeting on the 7th of August 

that Quinn had resigned. 
The minutes also revealed that as of that 

date, the board were still awaiting a final figure 
regarding the cost of the development and that 
BAM, the construction company on the project 
and the HSE are still working off estimations. 

Indications from Mr Varadkar were vague 
about how much the further cost increases 
are likely to be and he stated “the individual 
details are commercially sensitive”. As pressure 
mounts, other political parties are calling for 
more transparency in regards to these potential 
cost overruns as it is a burden on the taxpayer 
who have the right to know where their money 
is going. 

In October, Fianna Fail leader Michael 

Martin questioned the project’s cost overruns 
in the Dail and the Taoiseach responded via a 
letter which said: “The main contractor [BAM] 
has submitted claims to the National Paediatric 
Hospital Development Board (NPHDB) which it 
alleges are outside of the agreed scope. The in-
dividual details of these claims are commercial-
ly sensitive interactions between the contractor 
and the NPHDB and cannot be discussed or re-
leased at this time.”

This development has been ongoing for 
over a decade. Physical construction started 
in 2017 and is due to be completed in 2020 in 
time for a 2021 opening. However, there are 
now  questions surrounding how realistic this 
timeline actually is. 

BY MEGAN O’BRIEN



3NEWSDecember  2019 www.theliberty.ie

Residents fight to 
make construction 
sites safer for all
THE NATIONAL CHILDREN’S Hospital residents 
monitoring committee are currently in the pro-
cess of developing a set of protocols for con-
struction projects in Dublin’s city centre.

The committee, which was established over 
two years ago, hopes to create “some sort of 
best practice model that can be used across the 
wider area”, said People Before Profit councillor 
Tina MacVeigh, who was a key player in setting 
up the committee. 

The committee is comprised of representa-
tives from the local residents associations, the 
construction company BAM, the hospital itself 
and Dublin City Council. They meet roughly 
every six weeks in the offices of the NCH where 
discussions can be held regarding issues locals 
have and any other business.

Currently they are working on developing 
a set of building site protocols, MacVeigh said 
“things like washing the wheels of construc-
tion vehicles on site to keep the locality clean, 
construction management processes and con-
sultation with the local community regarding 
working hours and so on.”

Management of the gates is another 

concern that will be discussed by the commit-
tee. “Down at Mount Brown the trucks are mas-
sive and when they’re coming in and out of the 
gates, they are taking up the whole junction,” 
said MacVeigh. 

Mismanagement of the gates can lead to 
potentially dangerous situations for other mo-
torists as well as cyclists and pedestrians.

A 34-year-old cyclist, Neeraj Jain, was killed 
in a collision with a cement truck at the rear of  
St. James’ Hospital on the South Circular Road, 
Brookfield Road junction on November 1st. 

Mr Jain’s family have since come out to say 
they believe it’s time for Ireland to do some-
thing about the safety of cyclists that no other 
family should have to feel the devastation they 
are experiencing.

The junction where the collision occurred is 
located nearby the National Children’s Hospital 
and has been described by locals as extremely 
dangerous. This danger is heightened due to the 
massive amount of construction traffic navigat-
ing it as the hospital’s development continues. 

Although the committee is focused on con-
tinuing to discuss and develop these protocols, 
it’s primary concern continues to be commu-
nication and conflict resolution between the 

hospital and the local community.
 Residents living in close proximity to the 

development utilise the service to voice any 
concerns they may have, “we’ve had all issues 
from noise and dust to more serious concerns,” 
said MacVeigh.

An issue that crops up time and time again is 
construction hours which are meant to be 7am 
to 6pm, Monday to Friday. However, builders 
may occasionally apply to work longer hours in 
order to meet deadlines.

The committee raises this issue at their 
meetings and an agreement will be negotiated 
as to how many extra hours are acceptable. 

Out of hours work impacts the daily lives of 
local residents in a number of ways including 
flood lights shining into peoples homes late at 
night, high noise levels early in the mornings, 
a lack of available parking and constant traffic 
congestion. 

If any locals have complaints they wish to 
bring forward via the monitoring committee 
they can visit the website residentsalliance-
group.com/monitoring or alternatively you can 
contact your local residents association and 
they will direct you on how to proceed. 

BY MEGAN O’BRIEN

Artists impresion of new Children’s Hospital. Copyright newchildrenshospital.ie

MORE SOCIAL housing units are 
set to be built in the Liberties in 
upcoming years. 

Construction is underway in 
Bonham Street, where 57 public 
housing units are set to be finished 
by the end of 2020.    

The social housing in Bonham 
Street will serve as social housing 
for people on Dublin City Council’s 
(DCC) housing list. 

The building will include 26 
one-bed, 26 two-bed and five 
three-bed units, together with 
an open community area, green 
spaces and playground. 

Another proposed public 
housing unit will be located in 
two areas, between Cork and 
Chamber streets and at the corner 
of Weavers Square in place of the 
former community garden.

According to DCC, the develop-
ments in Cork Street should start in 
January 2020, and will take up to 
18 months to finish. 

The proposal includes 55 res-
idential units, with an area for 
parking and amenity spaces. The 
proposed buildings range from 
three to storeys in height.

The targets set by the 
Department of Housing for DCC 
exceeds nine thousand social 
housing units to be built in Dublin 
City in four years period from 2018 
to 2021. 

Tony O’Rourke, local business-
man and an active member of the 
community, said that locals are 
welcoming social housing in the 
area, but would like to get assur-
ance that local residents will get 
priority for the housing. 

“I think the social housing is 
badly needed in the area. We were 
looking to get 50 percent of the 
flats in Bonham apartments for the 
local residents, who are in need of 
social housing, but they (DCC) said 
they couldn’t promise it at the 
time,” Mr O’Rourke said. 

Latest figures provided by DCC 
shows that over 16,000 people 
are on the Council’s social housing 
waiting list. 

BY LAURA 
MATJUSAITYTE 

More 
social 
housing 
for the 
Liberties 
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THE PLANNING permission for Bridgefoot Street 
Park was approved in 2017. Since then locals 
have been waiting for the park, but the devel-
opment’s start date still remains unknown. 

The land in Bridgefoot street has been 
vacant since 2006 after the demolition of an 
apartment building.

 Under the previous Dublin City 
Development Plan 2011-2017, all vacant areas 
around Bridgefoot street were assigned for 
public housing.  

The current Dublin City Development Plan 
2016-2022 introduced some changes and set to 
transform vacant land in Bridgefoot street into 
a green area. 

The park is being welcomed positively by 
locals, even if the development start date still 
hasn’t been disclosed – though local Green 
Party councilor Michael Pidgeon has said that 
the park should open in the first half of 2020.

Tony O’Rourke, local businessmen, said that 
they are happy to get the park, but he is wor-
ried that it is being delayed for too long. 

“On November 2017 they promised the 
park to us, it’s 2019 now, nearly two years and 
the park hasn’t been delivered yet,” said Mr 
O’Rourke. 

“We see this park as a small start to what 
has to be done in the Liberties. I’d say we are 
the most abused and neglected area, we have 
very little open spaces, with no sports facilities, 
so the park would be a good start,” Mr O’Rourke 

added. 
The vacant land, which is set to be trans-

formed into a park, with playgrounds and sports 
pitches, in the past served as a local community 
garden. 

Last year after the death of community 
activist Richard Tapin, who ran the communi-
ty garden, the area once 
again became vacant. 

Zoe Obeimhen, the 
local parent and an active 
member of the community 
said they were promised a 
space in the new park for 
the community garden. 

“The garden that the 
community used to have 
was in the shadow, and 
now the new garden 
will be moved to a more 
sunny area, which will be 
better for gardening,” Ms 
Obeimhen said. 

“The new garden will 
be a permanent garden for 
the locals. The garden that 
we used to have before 
was only short term and 
after Richard Tapin’s death 
it fell apart. Now the new 
garden will be built in his 
memory.” Ms Obeimhen 
added. 

Anthony O’Brien 

Freeman, a long time Liberties resident said 
that the park would be first green area in this 
place. 

“The two playgrounds that we have now in 
the flats are ridiculous, we badly need new play-
grounds and green areas,” Mr Freeman said.

Locals wait for 
new green space 
BY LAURA MATJUSAITYTE 

WE TOOK a walk around Bridgefoot 
Street to ask the residents what 
they think of the park that is due 
to open next year. 

The first thing one can notice 
walking around Bridgefoot Street 
is the unused area surrounded by 
big steel fences, where the park 
will be built. 

“Whatever the park looks like 
in the end, it will be a positive thing 
because anything would be better 
than what it looks like now, as long 
as they don’t build apartments or 
student accommodations again,” 
says Sylvia from Bonham Street. 

She is tired of seeing buildings 
popping up around her place. 

“I think a park here would be 
lovely! It would actually improve 
my mood when I walk around here 
everyday: I’d be happier and more 
relaxed,” says Jeannine.

Everyone agrees that a green 
area is missing from that part of 
the city.

“When you have kids, instead 
of going to Phoenix Park which is 
about half an hour walking, in two 
minutes we would be in the park. 
Even during the summertime, it’s 
good to stay there and relax,” says 
Francesco. 

If most people think about the 
kids first, the park will also include 
facilities that adults could enjoy as 
well. The allotments and commu-
nity gardens seem to please the 
locals.

They also hope the Bridgefoot 
Street Park could solve some of the 
problems due to the lack of facil-
ities in the area. Richmond, from 
the Aparto Binary Hub (student 
accommodation) says: “It’s much 
better because in this area it is 
quite rough, lots of kids just spend 
their time just riding their bikes 
around, throwing fireworks and 
stuff. So if there was something 
more serious for them, that would 
be perfect.”

A new playground for children, 
a green and relaxing area – fi-
nally something other than new 
buildings.

Zoe Obeimhen local parent and active member of community said that park will be welccomed very positively in the community. Photo | Brian O’Connell 

Bridgefoot 
happily 
welcomes 
promised 
park 
BY VICTOR 
BROISSON

Tony O’Rourke local businessman said that locals were waiting fot the park 
since 2017.  Photo | Brian O’Connell
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What does the future 
hold for O’Devaney?
BY ERICA CARTER

O’Devaney Gardens’ future is still unknown despite multiple votes regarding the use of the land. Photo | Ella Owusu 

ONE OF the most controversial housing 
topics of the year, the future of O’Devaney 
Gardens, is still up in the air despite multiple 
votes regarding the use of the land.

In November, Dublin City Council voted 
to sell the land of the former Council flats 
to developers Bartra Capital, with the un-
derstanding that it would deliver 768 new 
homes – 411 private, 192 social and 165 
affordable. 

However, many councillors and Dublin 
residents felt this deal wasn’t enough, with 
independent councillor John Lyons saying 
at the time the decision “further entrench-
es the Fine Gael model of housing delivery 
which is fully dependent on the private 
sector to deliver”. 

However, some did support the deal 
and felt the outrage was unwarranted. 
Fianna Fáil councillor Michael Watters fully 
supports the plans, and told the Liberty he 
was “attacked for having the cheek to build 
houses in a housing crisis. 

“Demonstrators are entitled to their 
opinions and even entitled to their anger, 
but they aren’t entitled to intimidate public 
servants who are trying to do their job,” 
Watters said. 

However, Sinn Féin, People Before Profit 
and a number of independent councillors 
signed a motion to rescind that vote be-
cause of what they said was “misinforma-
tion”, “unanswered questions” and “chaotic 
scenes in which the vote was conducted”.

People Before Profit councillor Tina 
MacVeigh said the land shouldn’t be sold to 
a private developer at all. 

“I think that the land should be used 
for public housing,” MacVeigh said. “The 
problem with a private developer getting in-
volved is that €300,000 plus for ‘affordable 
housing’ isn’t affordable.

“And once you involve a private develop-
er it becomes about profit and that makes 
the housing out of reach for the people it’s 
intended to house. So what you’re gonna 
end up with is housing that’s ridiculously 
expensive and developers that are making a 

huge amount of money.”
However, Watters said he believes the 

pricing for the housing units is reasonable. 
“The Dublin Agreement Parties have man-
aged to achieve a substantial reduction in 
the price of the ‘affordable purchase’ units 
compared to the previous plan that was pro-
moted by Fine Gael and Sinn Fein,” he said.  

“Now a one-bedroom apartment 
will start at €240,000, a two-bedroom at 
€260,000 and a three-bedroom house will 
cost between €290,000 and €310,000.”

The attempt to overturn the decision 
was defeated at the Dublin City Council 
December meeting. A motion supported by 
Sinn Féin, People Before Profit and some in-
dependents attempted to rescind a council 
report on the issue. 

However, councillors from Fianna Fáil, 
Green Party, the Labour Party, members of 
the Social Democrats along with Fine Gael 
voted against and it was defeated by 35 
votes to 22.

“There’s questions now about the 50% 
private housing and whether that will be 

made available to an approved housing 
body but there’s no guarantee of that,” 
McVeigh said. 

“At the moment there’s no housing body 
in the mix and the minister had already said 
he won’t be funding an approved housing 
body to buy that back. So the idea that some 
people have that it’s now 80% public is com-
pletely unfounded.”

Independent councillor Anthony Flynn 
said the public doesn’t support the deal, and 
the councillors who put forward the motion 
to rescind will be taking legal advice regard-
ing the development. 

”An independent group and anybody else 
who wants to get involved with that will be 
brought in,” Flynn said. “O’Devaney Gardens 
is certainly not off the table, we can’t put 
another motion to rescind down, that was 
confirmed, but I think the judicial review is 
how we are going to move forward.”

With so much passion from councillors 
and Dublin residents alike, it is unclear what 
the future holds for the O’Devaney Gardens 
site.
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PHASE TWO of the Tramyard Exchange project by Salamisso 
Developments is currently under way on the corner of 
Meath Street and Carman’s Hall. 

The development will see 12 apartments built on the 
corner, along with three penthouse apartments built on top 
of the existing Tramyard Exchange building, which was con-
structed in 2017/18. 

Phase one saw 12 apartments built on the corner with 
prices for the apartments being €310,000 for one-bed units 
and €395,000 for two-beds, and phase two will retail for the 
same prices. 

Councillor Tina MacVeigh (People Before Profit) said 

this pricing isn’t at all affordable for the majority of Dublin 
residents. 

“Residential building is welcomed and is far better than 
hotels, but we must stop this pricing,” she said. “It all just 
pushes up the housing crisis eventually.”

Managing director of Salamisso Developments, Colm 
Donoghue, said the development is beneficial to the area. 
“We have chosen the Liberties as we are fully invested in 
this area,” he said. 

“In addition to our developments, we have engaged with 
the local community to help assist with local initiatives – one 
of which was the donation of a community bus to Michael 
Malin House.”

However, MacVeigh said the development isn’t in the 

best interest of the local residents. “Housing is welcomed, 
but it all comes down to the central ideology of is it afford-
able?” she said. “And if it isn’t, then why isn’t the govern-
ment doing more to ensure affordable pricing and also 
rents?”

Salamisso owns a number of other properties on Meath 
Street and has a lot of future plans for the area. 

“We have recently submitted a planning application 
for a 261-bed hotel on Engine Alley and Molyneux Yard,” 
Donoghue said.

The second part of the development has also led to the 
destruction of the iconic Anne Devlin mural, painted by re-
nowned Dublin artist Maser in 2014, on Carman’s Hall to 
make way for the build. 

 
Eight storey building with 144 hotel units and 69 co-living spaces will be build in Fumbally Lane. Photo |Ella Owusu 

BY ERICA CARTER

Fumbally development 
is ‘co-living’ space  
A UK “co-living” development company has 
released its plans for group accommodation 
at  New Row South in the Fumbally Lane 
area. 

This building will be eight storeys tall and 
will contain 144 hotel units and 69 co-living 
units. These units will be 18sqm to 24sqm. 
The residents will have to share a commu-
nal kitchen and dining area for cooking. 
However, will have their own kitchenette 
area in their rooms.

The purpose of this type of accommoda-
tion is to try and make renting more afford-
able. However, the price of rent has yet to be 
released for these units. 

This type of accommodation has caused 
quite a lot of controversy among the public. 
Green party councillor Michael Pidgeon 
has previously spoken out against them, 
labelling them as “unwelcome”. (He was un-
available for comment to The Liberty at this 
time.) 

Other co-living developments have been 
proposed this year in Dun Laoghaire and 

Rathmines and were both unwelcomed by 
residents. However, a number of politicians 
have claimed that it could help to decrease 
the number of homeless people in Dublin. 

The Liberty spoke to a number of resi-
dents around the Liberties area about their 
opinion on the recently released plans. 
Elaine Byrne, 47, stated “ it’s a recipe for 
disaster. It’s difficult enough sharing a 
bathroom and kitchen with our families. 
Nevermind strangers!” 

John Cullen 53, commented: “The land-
lords are completely to blame for these 

co-living situations. Rent prices are so high 
that young people will be forced to live in, 
what are basically hostels.” 

Although most residents seemed op-
posed to this new development, Miriam 
Fograty stated “It’s not ideal, but it may suit 
some people if their budget is restricted.”

Planning permission is yet to be ap-
plied for with regards to this development. 
However, it is believed that an application to 
the council will be submitted over the next 
few weeks.

BY ERIN KILLORAN

Phase two of Tramyard project 
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The late, great Gay Byrne. File photo.

The great Gay Byrne
Born and raised in the Liberties, the late Gay Byrne left his mark on the area. Ciaron Noble looks back on his 
amazing life, his time in showbusiness and the legacy he left behind

ARGUABLY THE greatest Irish broadcaster of 
all time passed away after a lengthy battle 
with cancer last month.

Gabriel Mary Byrne (85) was born in 
Dublin. He grew up in Rialto in the Liberties. 
He attended Synge Street CBS. Gaybo went 
on to have an illustrious career on both radio 
and television that spanned over 50 years. 

He was the first face of ‘The Late Late 
Show’ from 1962 to 1999, he set the prec-
edent for the show leaving a brilliant blue-
print for those who followed like Pat Kenny 
and Ryan Tubridy.

The late broadcaster enthralled listeners 
every morning on his morning radio show 
and he brought a nation together as most of 
the country watched him on the television 
at the weekend. 

On TV and radio, his shows tackled 
massive issues such as divorce, abortion 
and LGBTQ rights, issues that were usually 
hidden from the public eye, he spoke about 
real issues and real people. 

“He had a charisma that enabled him 
to be good at his job but he was also very 
charming and he got into the hearts of his 
listeners,” one older listener said.

Byrne died on November 4th, and on 
Tuesday the 5th there was a Late Late Show 
special dedicated to the life of the show’s 
former presenter. The show demonstrat-
ed how many people respected and were 

touched by the man. It was made up of an 
audience that had the likes of  President 
Michael D Higgins, Tommy Tiernan, Bob 
Geldof, Joe Duffy and many more as they 
reflected on Gay’s life. 

A weekday Late Late show wouldn’t be 
done for many people, but it was fitting for 
him given his long and successful career on 
the show.

Claire Bowes was left blinded for life by 
the Omagh bomb at the age of 15. She ap-
peared on the Late Late a few months after 
the bombing. Her courage and the way Gay 
Byrne dealt with the interview touched the 
nation, and she was in attendance at the 
special show last month to remember him. 

An Omagh resident told The Liberty: 
“The Omagh bombing was a tragedy that 
affected everyone in the town and probably 
even the whole country and when Claire 
came on national television it just made ev-
erywhere more aware but it was also beau-
tiful to see how positive she was, despite her 
horrible ordeal.” 

Gay Byrne’s funeral was filled with 
people on the streets and in the church. His 
legacy will live on forever; people like him 
only come along rarely and he left a lasting 
legacy for all young journalists and broad-
casters alike. 

Gay Byrne was borned and raised in the Liberties. Photo | Brian O’ Connell



8 FEATURES December 2019 www.theliberty.ie

The changing culture of 
horses in the Liberties
Horses have long been a huge part of Dublin culture and transport. Eric Ryan explores how the role of horses 
in the city have changed and how they now contribute to the Liberties’ tourism industry
HORSES ONCE played a large role in Dublin 
city’s transport and culture, but as times 
have radically changed over the decades, 
they can still be seen around Dublin today. 
The horse and carriages once driven by 
Dublin’s ‘carman’ are no longer used for con-
venience today, but instead play a role in the 
tourist industry.

Frank McDonagh, a carman who has 
worked in Dublin for years described to me 
how he gets most of his work around the 
Liberties area, especially near the Guinness 
storehouse. “There’s always a few parked 
outside, we mostly bring tourists from there 
to Grafton Street.”

But while horse and carriages gain quite 
a bit of business, the industry faces quite a 
number of problems. Earlier this year there 
were calls for the department of transport 
to update the legislation on carriages, as 
they are still governed by laws dating back 
to 1853.

Frank stated that “the government needs 
to do more for carriages in Dublin and help 
properly bring them into modern life. They 
also need to crack down on licencing, there’s 
a lot of unlicensed cabs giving rides around 
the city.”  

Although the future of carriages in Dublin 
has come under question over the years, 
especially with the increased investment, 

Frank remained positive about the future. “I 
personally still think we have a lot to offer to 
life in Dublin, especially with tourists.”

But the tourism industry isn’t the only 
purpose for horses in Dublin city, with many 
locals in the Liberties owning and storing 
horses in near by stables.

For years horses have been associated 
with the rich culture in the Liberties. While 
the horses seen among the city streets can 
be admired by locals and visitors alike, there 
are negative trends in the lives of Dublin’s 
horses.

Over the past two years there has been 
an increase in the number of horses seized 
by Dublin City Council, rising from 122 
horses in 2017 to 145 in 2018. The situation 
has worsened over the last few years due to 
loose, unenforced microchipping laws and 
unregulated breeding.

Horses are seized for a number of reasons 
and Dublin City Council state that horses can 
be seized if they are “a stray horse, causing 
a nuisance or not under adequate control”, 
along with other reasons.

A shocking statistic reveals the unfortu-
nate fate of many of Dublin’s horses that are 
seized. Figures from the council press office 
reveal that in 2018, only 41 of the seized 
horses were rehomed, while the remaining 
145 were culled.

The high rate of horse euthanasia can be 
attributed to the high pound fees that are re-
quired to reclaim a horse. A 2019 documen-
tary, Blinkers, exposed this issue, showing 
that the cost of reclaiming a horse is €700, 
rising each day the horse is not claimed. 
Meanwhile a horse can be purchased in 
Dublin for €50.

Whether it’s for personal or commercial 
use, the future of horses in Dublin is coming 
under question, which could bring a close to 
this age-old tradition and culture. 

Making the inner city greener in 2020 
With 2019 coming to a close and the environment becoming increasingly important, Eibhin Kavanagh spoke to 
Green Party Cllr Michael Pidgeon about plans to make the area greener for the years to come 
WITH A new decade approaching, The Liberties is gearing up 
to become a greener and more environmental area. 

In 2020, we are set to see many more open green spaces, 
public seating, changes to roads and streets to accommo-
date greenery, changes to transport, and a better use of pre-
viously unused spaces in Dublin 8.

Green Party councillor Michael Pidgeon talked to The 
Liberty about the upcoming plans to make the Liberties 
cleaner and greener in 2020.

“There’s some reasonably big projects happening,” 
Pidgeon said.

As construction on Francis Street and the Tivoli contin-
ues, we will soon see this street as somewhere where pe-
destrians can spend more time and sit down and enjoy what 
Dublin 8 has to offer. 

“By early next year they will remove some parking 
spaces, adding in some public seating. The idea is to try and 
make it a more attractive street generally because there’s a 
lot on there that’s of interest,” Pidgeon said. 

Despite the destruction of the Tivoli, Francis Street still 
has a lot to offer, from the antique shops to the various pubs 
and cafes. “The idea is to make it a nicer street to spend time 

on,” Pidgeon said.
Many projects are underway to add more parks and 

open green spaces to the Liberties. One example of this is 
Bridgefoot Street park. 

“The funding is now secure. There’s some space for al-
lotments in there and there will obviously be open green 
spaces, trees, and a playground built on it.” said Michael.

The park, which received its consent in 2017, will be fin-
ished in the first half of next year.

“It will also have a park warden or security there the 
whole time which is important in the area.”  

We will also see previously disused land turned into open 
green spaces adjacent to Marrowbone Lane. 

“There’s a chunk of land that’s being used at the moment 
just for not quite illegal, but not quite regulated parking. The 
idea with this space is to take the tarmac off make it into a 
linear garden and just have a bit more greenspace in that 
part of the city.”

Landscaping work on this area started on December 2nd. 
With the amount of housing in this area, the introduction of 
a linear green area will brighten up Marrowbone Lane for its 
residents.

More changes to the Liberties will come with the new 
‘Bus Connects, routes. “With all the bus and route chang-
es they’re planning, it involves some changes to the roads 
physically,” Pidgeon said. 

When the project does eventually launch there will be 
improvements on the roads to use the space more wisely 
and add greenery to brighten up the area, he said. “Because 
it’s such a big pot of money, they’re essentially going to do 
public realm improvements and greening as a part of Bus 
Connects.”

This public realm improvement scheme will be ap-
plied to the streets that the Bus Connects routes will use, 
adding greenery and improving the roads and streets. As 
Bus Connects will fund these changes, the council can focus 
funding on other projects, but this neglects the streets that 
require greening but are not on the bus connects route.

“I think it’s a bit frustrating that some places like Cork 
Street which are definitely due for some greening and 
some planting that could be held back on the basis of Bus 
Connects, and were seeing that on quite a few streets. It’s 
just a frustrating delay and it could need an extra year or two 
before we get it done.”

Horse carriages in the city. Photo | Eric Ryan
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Often hidden among the red-brick buildings and the cream 
and rust flats, sparse patches of grass and trees decorate the 
Liberties. 

However, due to the density of building in the area, 
whether or not there’s space for trees on narrow streets is a 
very debatable topic. 

Reginald Street is certainly one that comes to mind when 
considering an area in the Liberties with luscious trees. Built 
in the 1880s, the road is now also lined with car spaces and 
shares the domed Sacred Heart Shrine (‘The Monument’) at 
the junction with Gray Street. 

While it’s definitely a picturesque location throughout 
the seasons, the broad shape of the trees makes the street 
look even narrower than it actually may be.

Trees that are too wide can have a number of implica-
tions, including a blockage of natural light. The roots can 
also grow up through the pavement in search of water and 
nutrients, causing uneven surfaces and often trip hazards. 

In fact, chief executive of Dublin City Council Owen 
Keegan recently told the Sunday Business Post that he’d like 
to cut down every roadside tree due to the amount of per-
sonal injury claims that are lodged due to the congestion of 
underground roots. 

“Instead of removing [them], I would prefer if trees that 
are considered a health and safety hazard to the public be 
replaced with smaller, more suitable trees that fit better 
with narrow residential streets,” Fianna Fáil councillor 
Michael Watters said.

The Liberties is comparatively short of street greenery, 
with an estimated 1,200 trees on the area’s roadsides. While 
Reginald Street has big blooming trees that alter the road’s 
appearance, what can be done for other walkways that still 
remain bare?

Very few streets may be actually too narrow to house 
trees – it may simply be a case of finding space for them. 
Green Party councillor for South West Inner City Michael 
Pidgeon suggested removing car spaces or widening 
pavements. 

“If there’s no space for a tree on a street, it can often 
be found if you remove parking or narrow the roadway,” 
Pidgeon said.

Stephen Coyne from Dublin City Council agreed that 
trees need to be planted where possible, even if that meant 
removing parking spots. 

“That’s where people might have issues, especially in 
high pressure areas when people want a lot more parking 
than they can get,” Coyne said.

There is a need for residents to be involved in planning 
for trees. “It is important that so-called experts do not 
impose their designs on the people who live and work in 
the neighbourhood,” Professor of Botany and the Director of 
Trinity Botanic Gardens, Jennifer McElwain, said. 

For restricted spaces, McElwain recommended a plant 
architecture called fastigiate, which is tall, slender and has 
almost parallel branches. However, for streets like Reginald 
Street where broader plants are already in the ground, 

removing them may not be the most viable option.
In fact, even planting trees in virgin streets is not as easy 

as simply digging a hole. Coyne said that Dublin City Council 
is using a new initiative called the Stockholm Solution, which 
is a system of “integrating tree roots into the ground and 
also protecting services that run underneath,” based on the 
plan by the Swedish city. 

“Think of all the utilities that run under the ground… This 
is a way to accommodate those services, but also a tree to 
grow around them as well,” Coyne said. 

Dublin City Council is in the process of widening the 
pavement on Francis Street as part of their Public Realm 
Scheme. Expanding paths may cause problems on narrower 
roads but, if possible, it would allow for additional trees to 
be planted. 

“If you’re putting a tree there, you don’t want it to block 
people either, so paths need to be widened in some parts of 
the city,” Fianna Fail councillor Deirdre Conroy said. 

This would be an ideal solution to cramped pavements, 
although it’s not always viable. Much as it’s preferable to 
plant trees directly into the earth, planters provide another 
solution for implementing greenery in the Liberties. 

While some roads may be too narrow to model off the 
bold, broader trees of Reginald Street, it is certainly viable to 
accommodate trees on them, should the correct saplings be 
chosen and for clean air to be the street’s priority. Just when 
will we see more narrow streets in the Liberties becoming 
host to trees?

Is there space for trees 
on Dublin 8 streets?
Greenery in cities is a huge topic of discussion among residents. Rebecca Daly investigates whether the 
Liberties can handle more trees on its streets to make it more environmentally friendly in years to come

Reginald Street in Dublin 8. Photo| Ella Owusu
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The festive season for 
Muslims in Dublin

The Dublin Mosque. Photo| Zoe Ardiff

THE ARRIVAL of Christmas every year is heralded by a special 
atmosphere. The illuminated streets of the city are filled with 
people chattering with vivacity or rushing into the shops and 
children’s eyes are wide at the sight of mountains of toys in 
shop windows. In  the run up to Christmas, festive markets in 
the Liberties become crowded every weekend with people 
looking for last-minute gifts.

Over the years, the religious element has perhaps been 
lost from the Christmas holiday for many. Today, the con-
formist ritual of buying gifts prevails and the exchange of 
material objects between people, some of which are often 
useless, can be people’s priority. In a word, consumerism is 
the emblem of contemporary society.

Although most people in the Liberties celebrate 
Christmas with joy and enthusiasm, a small percentage of 
the population for religious, cultural and ethical reasons 
decides not to celebrate Christmas each year. One of the 
largest communities in Dublin 8 that does not celebrate this 
important event is the Islamic community of South Circular 
Road.

Muslims do recognise the birth of Jesus and he ap-
pears as a prophet in the holy book of the Koran. Imam 
Chemseddin of the Blackpitts Mosque tells us: “Although 
Jesus and Mary are revered in the Holy Quran, Muslims con-
sider Jesus a simple prophet. They do not celebrate the birth 

of their prophets. Therefore, Muslims do not celebrate the 
birth of Jesus at Christmas. “

However, despite the fact that Muslims do not celebrate 
the birth of Jesus with Christmas celebrations like Christians, 
they do not oppose the idea of honouring Jesus as one of 
the most important prophets.

In many parts of the world, Christians celebrate 
December 25 as the birthday of Jesus born of the Virgin Mary 
in Bethlehem. Imam Chemseddin adds: “Even if we were to 
know with certainty the actual date in which Jesus was born, 
Islam does not celebrate the birthdays of the prophets and 
founders of religions. According to Islam, no prophet cele-
brated his birthday or commanded his companions not to 
do so. Not even the birthday of Prophet Muhammad was 
ever celebrated during his life by his disciples, nor was he 
celebrated by his followers after his death. “

Many Muslim families have children attending the same 
school as children who do celebrate Christmas and it can 
become problematic. A native of Egypt, Sanaa Amoour is a 
mother of two children aged 8 and 12. She says, “All the chil-
dren talk about the gifts they have received and my children 
feel excluded and so every year I decide to give them a gift.”

Opinions on this topic in the community differ from 
person to person based on the strength of their belief. 
Ahmed Adeeb is the owner of a small grocery store and 

has lived in the area for more than 26 years, he says: “My 
neighbours have always been Christians and have always 
celebrated Christmas. Living in the West, it could be very 
complicated to stay out of such celebrations, but we must 
explain to our children that we are Muslims and Christmas is 
not our holiday. This is the feast of our Christian neighbours 
and friends. We Muslims must pay attention to our Islamic 
holidays. In this way, our children will be attracted to our 
celebrations rather than to those of others.”

Many families explained how they prefer to give gifts to 
their children during the Eid al-Fitr religious festival that is 
celebrated at the end of the holy lunar month of Ramadan. 
Ahmed Adeeb continues: “Spoiling my kids during Eid allow 
them to better understand and respect our culture.”

Christmas is a time of year when many people go on 
vacation and, therefore, could spend time with family and 
friends. Muslims living in non-Muslim countries make the 
most of the Christmas holidays by planning holidays accord-
ingly and spending time with their families.

These holidays offer Muslim immigrants, who have left 
their native countries perhaps in search of a better life, 
the chance to visit their families in their home countries. 
Moreover, they can bring back lovely gifts for their families – 
thanks to the great bargains all around during the Christmas 
period. 

With Christmas so hugely celebrated all across Ireland, we can often forget about the other cultures here who 
don’t take part. Abderrhamen Ben Chouchane spoke to some local Muslims about their plans this time of year
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THE LIBERTY
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Liberties 

Decade in review special 

Some things never change: the Iveagh Markets building on Francis Street still awaits development . Photo | Zoe Ardiff
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Going back in time 
with ghost signs
Dublin is littered with reminders of times past. Rebecca Daly travels through 
years gone by with Dublin 8’s ghost signs

An old sign for Meath Mart. Photo | Hannah Cosgrave

THE LIBERTIES is one of the oldest and 
most historic neighbourhoods in Dublin. 
However, in recent years it has seen many 
changes that have shaped a new face for 
the area. 

On almost every corner of the Liberties, 
from Fumbally to Victoria’s Quay and 
beyond, new developments have certainly 
rejuvenated the life of the streets, but it is 
the visible marks of the past that really tell 
the greatest stories.

Dublin 8 is littered with ghost signs, 
which are generally defined as an old 
hand-painted advertising sign that has 
been preserved on a building for an extend-
ed period of time. However, it can also in-
clude shopfronts and names of businesses 
that were once painted onto buildings. 

DublinGhostSigns.com is a website 
run by Emma Clarke, who came to Dublin 
in 2008. While she posts pictures of tradi-
tional signage, she also posts mosaic door-
steps, handpainted signs on wood, metal 
signs and stone carved signs to the online 
portfolio. 

She started the website in 2013, but 
her interest in old signs was sparked in 
2009 by the Georgian Restaurant on South 
Richmond Street. Dublin Ghost Signs has 
now collated photos from Dublin 1-8 and 
Dublin 11. Her aim is to document the 
empty buildings and archaic signs in Dublin 
before they disappear forever. 

Clarke feels that these signs are 

important as they tell a story of a forgot-
ten Dublin. She said, “These signs make me 
think about a different time - when there 
were brushmakers, victuallers and dairies 
around the city - a real contrast to today’s 
convenience stores and fast food outlets.” 

As mentioned previously, the Liberties 
is no exception to ghost signs, and in fact 
it has quite a few, each with its own unique 
story. 

Leonard’s Corner, the junction between 
Clanbrassil Street and South Circular Road, 
is a very historic part of Dublin. It was once 
known as the heart of “Little Jerusalem”, 
due to the Jewish community that resided 
there. 

However, the junction is now riddled 
with ghost signs, both visible and some-
what hidden. On Clanbrassil Street, just off 
Wesley Place, a large red and white sign 
from the 1950’s can be seen on the side of 
a cream building with two chimney pots. It 
reads, “Thos Maguire & Sons, Decorators & 
General Contractors. Phone 51045”.

One commenter from the website said, 
“My uncle Terry Maguire was the main man 
on the job. He had been sent to art school. 
So this was his Sistine Chapel, as the family 
put it.” Such comments like this show the 
nostalgia and reminiscence that ghost signs 
bring to those around them. 

While not a traditional ghost sign, Clarke 
is “always intrigued” by the old Central 
Skin & Hide Co. building on Watling Street. 

The street lies adjacent to land owned by 
Guinness, where the smell of the brewery 
lingers. 

It was once, however, populated with 
many tanneries at a time when leather 
manufacturing was one of Ireland’s biggest 
industries. The tanneries combined with 
the smell of the brewery behind it would 
have certainly left the street with a very 
particular odour. “Can you imagine how 
bad it smelled around there?” Clarke said. 

Regardless of the interesting yarns that 
come along with ghost signs, new develop-
ment is certainly inescapable in a prosper-
ous city like Dublin and this is an unfortu-
nate fact for ghost signs. 

Clarke felt that all hope is not lost for 
these signs. She said, “I think it is good 
to see how some business owners retain 
old signs and integrate them into new de-
signs like Doran’s on South Great George’s 
Street.”

Despite the recent rejuvenation of 
the Liberties, ghost signs are a reminder 
of the area’s past for the community that 
certainly haven’t forgotten it. They con-
nect the locals to old businesses that loved 
ones may have once owned, worked for or 
simply frequented. 

Clarke agreed that they were an ode to 
a past Dublin, saying “I think business signs 
provide a historic focus for an area and can 
be seen as signposts to the city’s commer-
cial past.” 

Changing 
faces 
of the 
Liberties
Dhai Almutairi looks at the 
history and developments 
of the area
IN MEDIEVAL times, Dublin city was known 
back then was a very different place, strict 
laws controlled commerce and trade in the 
city that was surrounded by high walls for 
protection from outsiders. 

Remainders of these old city walls can still 
be spotted today if you know where to look 
but it was the areas beyond them that came 
to be known as Dublin’s Liberties. Today, the 
Liberties are anything but ‘beyond’ the city or 
‘outside’ of Dublin, they make up a major part 
of the southwest inner city. 

The Irish historian and writer Pat Liddy ex-
plained the importance of this historic region 
of the city. “The Liberties developed under 
different laws to the rest of the city, several 
liberties were free of the city’s laws and in-
stead applied their own taxes and justice sys-
tems. Because of this, they attracted in the 
merchant and industrial classes.” He added, 
“it became a very rich quarter until punitive 
taxes applied by England in the late 17th and 
early 18th centuries collapsed many of the 
textile businesses there the residents were 
plunged into poverty.”

In the 15th century, Thomas Street was 
the heart of the Liberties, running along the 
ancient western route into the city of Dublin 
it quickly became a crowded trading street 
and marketplace. The commercial character 
of the area attracted generations of crafts and 
tradesmen and the area grew into an indus-
trial suburb of Dublin with a strong tradition 
of distilling, brewing and trade in agricultur-
al produce.  Today’s Liberties encompass a 
much wider zone.

 The Liberties has seen a massive amount 
of development over the last couple of de-
cades. This vibrant inner-city community 
has over 500 indigenous and international 
businesses, and the continued development 
in Dublin 8 is largely driven by its centrality 
and proximity to the city centre. “The city is 
growing fast and Dublin 8 has the capacity to 
absorb this new development, and it in turn 
helps the area to regenerate,” said Stephen 
Coyne, economic development officer of 
Dublin city council.

However, all of this development doesn’t 
sit well with all of Dublin 8’s residents, many 
of whom have been living in the Liberties for 
generations. “Locals feel independent from 
the rest of the city and were able to lead lives 
sustained by local enterprises stories and 
local services. Gentrification is beginning to 
change that for good and bad,” said Liddy.
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Renewing our Christmas 
traditions in the city  

Christmas time in the city. Photo | Nour Sulaiman

The Tivoli panto was a Christmas ritual for many until the theatre’s closure this year. Niamh Talbot hears how 
the residents of the Liberties will be changing their Christmas habits this festive season

THE TIVOLI panto had its final run last 
December after 11 years at the Tivoli 
Theatre. The theatre was demolished to 
make way for a 289-bed aparthotel earlier 
this year.

The Cheerios Panto had been running for 
21 years, first showing in St Anthony’s Hall in 
Clontarf and soon becoming one of the city’s 
most loved pantos along with the Gaiety.

The panto was home to some of the most 
famous Irish faces including Pippa O’Connor, 
Brian Dowling, and Joe Duffy.

Its final show in the iconic Tivoli theatre 
marked the end of an era as the show moves 
on to The Royal Hospital Kilmainham this 
year. 

The couple behind the panto, Karl 
Broderick and Alan Hughes, had voiced con-
cerns over the change of venue. Karl admit-
ting it would be hard to recreate the magic 
of the Tivoli. 

“The thing about the Tivoli was that it 

was a lovely, intimate size,” Karl said. “The 
intimacy of it being a 500 seater – we liked 
to say there’s good seats and better seats. 
The cast could come off the stage and really 
interact with the audience and people loved 
that.”

The pair hope to continue on the es-
sence of the show despite leaving the Tivoli 
behind. “We hope to be able to recreate 
that when we move. We certainly aren’t out 
to go bigger and lose any intimacy.”

The closing of the Tivoli panto marked 
the end of a Christmas tradition for the 
people of Dublin 8, many having spent the 
past decade attending the show.

Anne Corrigan, a local resident, has lived 
in the area since she was a child and had 
brought her grandchildren to the panto in 
recent years. “I looked forward to bringing 
the kids along every year.” Anne said, “It’s 
disappointing to see it go, especially to see 
another hotel taking its place.”

Watching the Christmas lights being 
switched on Grafton Street has become 
another tradition for many families each 
year. However in recent years it has become 
overcrowded and overwhelming for those 
attending. 

This year Dublin City Council provided 
30 Christmas trees to local communities and 
there were designated lighting ceremonies 
for each.

Speaking about the initiative, Lord Mayor 
Paul McAuliffe said: “Christmas is a special 
time that brings local communities togeth-
er. As part of these celebrations Dublin City 
Council is providing Christmas Trees at loca-
tions throughout the city and I invite locals 
to come along and join in the festivities.”

Three of these trees are located within 
the Dublin 8 area. One can be found at 
Cornmarket at the junction of High Street, 
one at Dolphin’s Barn in the park at Our 
Lady of Dolours Church, and the final one is 

located at Inchicore Village at LINC (WALK) 
Building. 

Each tree had its own lighting ceremony 
throughout November and December.

Something else to check out this 
December is the Christmas Market at Dublin 
Castle. The market and evening carol singing 
is sure to get you into the spirit. Christmas 
at the Castle will take place from December 
12th to 22nd from 12pm to 8pm.

There will also be a vintage carousel on 
site as well as horse carriage rides around 
the castle grounds and gardens.

You will also have the chance to explore 
inside the castle as there will be compli-
mentary access from 6pm to 8pm.

So whilst the area may be losing out on 
the panto, there is plenty of events to attend 
in the Liberties to start a new Christmas 
tradition.
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The Tivoli Theatre being demolished. | Photo by Hannah Cosgrave

The Tivoli: decades 
of excellence ended
WHEN WE consider venues that are iconic, within the heart 
of Dublin’s most creative area, the Tivoli could be counted 
among the greatest of the past century. 

Certainly, it is not the biggest, or the grandest. But many 
would argue that is the appeal of the old theatre. The small, 
cosy feel one would get, stepping into the Tivoli: that’s what 
gave it the magical air.

Slightly run-down, but not too much to affect the quali-
ty of the venue; that was the Tivoli. We all know the talent 
the venue, which operated as a cinema decades earlier, has 
hosted since it re-opened as a music and theatre venue in 
1987, including the Cranberries, the Beastie Boys and Oasis. 

But what of the last decade? Well, it turns out the Tivoli, 
perhaps, had its most magical and influential years in this 
period.

In 2014, an upstart professional wrestling promotion 
began to make local and national news:  Over the Top (OTT) 
Wrestling, Dublin based, featured hungry, homegrown Irish 
performers, along with more seasoned veteran wrestlers 
imported from the UK, and US. Now, OTT is selling out the 
National Stadium – over 2,000 fans – but, you can never 

forget their humble beginnings in the Tivoli.
These shows were praised by critics and fans alike, with 

an atmosphere that would go to define the wrestling com-
pany up until today.

OTT Wrestling owner and manager, Joe Cabray, often 
talked candidly about how the early days running shows 
in the Tivoli were so important to the legacy the company 
would build up until today. “I only had a budget of €1,000.” 
Cabray recalled. “I only flew in two imports (foreign wres-
tlers). And, even then, we never thought we’d sell out the 
Tivoli. But, that first show, we still got around 150 or 170. 
From there, it snowballed.

“I don’t think you can talk about OTT today without 
mentioning the Tivoli. Those shows gave us an underground 
following, and you must credit the atmosphere. The mixture 
of brilliant fans, the intimate feel and great performances 
made those shows special.”

For OTT, Cabray feels the loss of the Tivoli for its more 
modest shows. “I think the Irish government needs to take 
a look at what is going on because we seem to be tearing 
down our venues and replacing them with hotels and car 

parks, which are probably needed, but what about our arts?”
Cabray has a point. The demolition of the Tivoli has im-

pacted arts other than professional wrestling.
District 8 is an electronic dance club, now based out 

of Swords, and a popular venue for many on a busy Friday 
night. District 8, similar to OTT, gained a cult like following: 
many loyal clubbers went each Friday to see what the ener-
getic club had to offer.

Over District 8’s five-year history with the venue, it has 
had the likes of deadmau5, Kolsch and Dixon. Comments 
from District 8 were similar with OTTs: they greatly appreci-
ated the energy the unique venue had to offer. 

District 8’s promoters too praised the Tivoli for helping 
them to “the best atmosphere that can be found in any club. 
It was so special because the people who had been coming 
week in, week out.”

With the closure of the Tivoli, it was more than anoth-
er venue being knocked down. The closure of the Tivoli, in 
hindsight, was another closure of the renaissance of Dublin 
8’s arts.

With the Tivoli closing earlier this year, the Liberties lost a long-term local venue. Conn McGillion looks back on 
some of its iconic events and shows how much the people of the area enjoyed it during the last ten years
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Three weeks 
of festivities in 
Hen’s Teeth 

The Hens Teeth cafe. Photo | Ella Owusu

A view of the festival. Photo | Sacha Pugliese.

Hen’s Teeth gallery are start-
ing off their first festive 
season in their new Fumbally 

premises in style, with a Christmas 
Bazaar event taking place over 
three weekends in December.

“It’s a small replacement for 
the wonderful work that the 
Dublin Flea did,” Lily Finlay of Hen’s 
Teeth told the Liberty. 

“It could be a good opportu-
nity to talk about the increase in 
more sustainable, local Christmas 
shopping.”

Bazaar, a creative collective, 
have curated a selection of more 
than 30 local makers who will sell 
gifts, homewares and fashion at 
the specially constructed market 

in the run up to Christmas. The 
craftspeople taking part in the 
market include knitwear designer 
Pearl Remmington, homeware de-
signers Electronic Sheep, jewellery 
makers Capulet and montague and 
many more. 

There are also make your own 
gift workshops, such as wreath 
making and riso printing. 

The stalls will be at home 
among Hen’s Teeth range of art, 
homewares and books, making the 
event the perfect place to browse 
gifts for friends or family. 

Hen’s Teeth new diner will also 
get a chance to shine, as they’ll be 
serving up coffees, wines and a 
series of festive treats. 

The diner has a food menu 
designed by chef Karl Whelan of 

Hang Dhai Chinese.
Hen’s Teeth founder Greg 

Spring said, “It’s important to us 
that we can offer part of our new 
space up to some of the local cre-
ative heads in the city. It means a 
lot to us to be able to do this.” 

With a severe lack of creative 
spaces or sustainable shopping 
opportunities in Dublin at the 
moment, Hen’s Teeth is hoping 
to highlight the “ever increasing 
shortage of cultural spaces to hold 
events like this,” according to Lily.

The Bazaar had its first week-
end last week and will continue this 
weekend the 13th of December 
and again on the 20th. 

It runs on Friday evening from 
6pm-10pm and Saturday and 
Sunday from 12pm-9pm. 

BY ERICA CARTER

Another busy 
year at Dublin 
Book Festival

Every year since 2006, one of 
the most famous book festi-
vals in Ireland takes place for 

four days in Dublin. This year the 
festival celebrated its fourteenth 
consecutive year. The festival took 
place in Dublin 8’s famous Smock 
Alley Theatre.

From the 14th to the 17th of 
November this year, different ac-
tivities such as conferences and art 
exhibitions took place. The aim of 
the festival 
each year is 
to support 
and develop 
Irish pub-
lishing and 
to promote 
writing and 
reading to 
c h i l d r e n 
and adults. 
T h r o u g h 
these ac-
tivities, children and adults can 
discover how to write different 
stories.

The event is programed by 
Julianne Mooney Siron and sees 
sponsors like Dublin Unesco, City of 
Literature and the Irish Emigration 
Museum. Throughout the days of 
the festival, a main program pro-
vides good organization and repar-
tition of all the topics. 

Every effort was taken to allow 

visitors to discover each part of 
Irish literature. There were book 
sales, conferences with authors, 
reading stories, writing workshops 
supervised by authors, photo and 
art exhibitions.

Each year, all the topics are 
chosen  to reflect on what is going 
on in society at the time. The DBF 
is an opportunity for young writers 
to be in the spotlight. This year, 
it was Darragh Ambrose and Eva 
Griffin along with others.

Julianne Mooney who pro-
grammes 
the event 
said that 
the hard-
est part is 
to select 
a u t h o r s 
s u b m i s -
s i o n s , 
“ T h e r e 
are so 
m a n y 
excellent 

books coming into the market that 
it gets harder each year”.

This year’s festival was a suc-
cess, according to the staff, the 
DBF wins in visibility and they can 
see more families and children 
come up to the festival. 

Based on ticket sales and books 
sales of this year, the Dublin Book 
Festival remains a huge event 
in Ireland and shows the impor-
tance of literature and arts in the 
country. 

BY SACHA PUGLIESE

This year’s 
festival was 
a success

“

”
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Humans of 
the Liberties

Liberty photographer Brian O’Connell takes a look at the ‘Humans’ exhibit. Located at Newmarket, the exhibition 
is comprised of a selection of photos and stories of Liberties locals, taken by photogragher Remi Parnaud 
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Creating a buzz in 
Dublin’s inner city
BY REBECCA DALY

Anthony O’Brien and the bees in action in the grounds of Adam and Eve’s church. Photo | Orfhlaith Whelan

Bee hives are the last thing one 
would expect to see placed 
in the inner city. However, 

the Robert Emmet Community 
Development Project (RECDP) has 
done just that.

In 2017, the RECDP set up 
the hives in two locations in the 
Liberties – one on the grounds 
of the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception (Adam and Eve’s) 
on Cook Street and two in the 
Digital Hub on Thomas Street. 
Liam McGarry is the resident bee-
keeper and is a pro in the world 
of hives and honey as chairperson 
of the County Dublin Beekeepers 
Association. 

Since then, the bees have begun 
to thrive in their new location, with 
one hive alone producing over 200 

pounds of honey in its most recent 
harvest. Despite being the same 
kind of honey bee and being based 
merely a kilometre apart, Austin 
Campbell from the RECDP says the 
honey tastes different from each 
location. He said, “That would be 
because of the different flowers 
that they’re getting pollen off.”

The RECDP run ten-week 
courses, led by McGarry, for locals 
to try their hand at beekeeping. 
“Beekeeping for Beginners” is a 
seasonal course, running twice a 
year with the next round coming 
up in February. Participants can 
avail of the necessary equipment, 
including suits and smokers, to 
calm the bees. At the end, the har-
vested allergy alleviating honey is 
sold. 

Campbell felt that these classes 
provided something new for par-
ticipants who have more than likely 

lived in the city for their whole life 
and would never otherwise get the 
chance. “Working with animals, 
even if they are tiny little bees - 
There’s something magical about 
it,” he said. 

Not only are the courses a bril-
liant opportunity for locals, they 
also have environmental benefits. 
It is a well-known fact that bee 
populations are rapidly declining 
and even these three hives can 
play an important part. “They pol-
linate and they’re good for plants. 
It’s got a knock on positive effect 
on the environment,” Campbell 
said. 
TO GET INVOLVED 
OR FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT       
AUSTIN@RECDP.IE. Working for the honey. Photo | Orfhlaith Whelan
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Previously Loved is a project 
set up by Ellen Owens, Kerry 
Gorman and Luke Meehan. 

The project aims to highlight the 
lives of clothes in charity shops by 
giving people a chance to leave a 
handwritten note on each of their 
donated items to tell the story of 
each piece.

Previously Loved sees people 
leaving handwritten tags on their 
items as they donate them, which 
the buyer can then read and know 
where the item has come from and 
also its history. 

One tag reads, “I wore this shirt 
for my first date with my boyfriend 
& we have been together for nearly 
5 years. I hope this brings love like 
it brought me.”

The group of NCAD students 
set up Previously Loved as part of 
an assignment. Ellen said, “What 
we had to do is go out into the 
[Liberties] community and place an 
object of wonder that has context 

within the community back into it,
“We realised that charity 

shops are a really important part 
of this area and maybe a slightly 
overlooked part even 
though there is actual-
ly so much life in them. 
Locals always enjoy 
being in them”.

The tags them-
selves are all made 
from recycled paper 
that the trio found 
lying around, no ma-
terials were bought for 
the process. With no 
waste produced from 
the making of the tags, 
this further contributes 
to the charity shop 
theme of reusing and 
recycling items rather 
than starting afresh.

“It would have 
been strange to put in something 
high tech or made on a computer,” 
said Ellen.

NCBI, Enable Ireland and Focus 
Ireland on Thomas Street are the 

shops taking part in Previously 
Loved. The group dropped in over 
a hundred tags between the shops 
and have gotten an incredible re-

sponse. “There have been other 
shops from around the Liberties 
getting in contact about the tags”.

“A few of the shops have put 
up posts on their Instagram’s and 

things like that so there has been a 
little bit of a buzz around the proj-
ect so we are definitely going to 
be making more tags and getting 

them out as soon as we 
can.”

The project has seen 
a huge response from 
students according to 
Ellen, “NCAD students 
are always in and out of 
charity shops”.

The group be-
lieves that the proj-
ect benefits everyone 
involved, saying that 
the emotions behind 
particular items get to 
be shared while also 
hugely benefitting sus-
tainability all the while 
getting Liberties specific 
replies. 

Ellen spoke about 
how there is so much character 
present in The Liberties as a whole 
but also in the shops themselves; 
especially from the older locals 
who, as they have discovered, are 

very keen to tell their stories.
As for their future plans, “Our 

plans for the future of the proj-
ect is just to continue what we’re 
doing right now and a lot of the 
managers are keen to expand the 
project to other shops, so that’s 
kind of where we’re going with it 
for the moment. There is also the 
possibility of swap shops and those 
kind of things”.

Ellen praised the response of 
the community saying, “They [the 
shops] seem very interested to be 
involved and it has been so nice 
getting down there and meeting 
people and seeing how much they 
care about the community and the 
stories and the people”.

Anyone can get involved in the 
project through the Previously 
Loved Instagram page. 

There are also posters in the 
various shops currently involved 
and anyone can get in contact to 
get some tags or to suggest a shop 
they think should take part.

Tagging old clothes 
with Liberties love
BY AMBER BAXTER

A previously Loved tag on a pair of jeans. Photo | Kerry Gorman

it has been so nice 
getting down there 
and meeting people 

and seeing how 
much they care 

about the community 
and the stories



19ARTSDecember 2019 www.theliberty.ie

Streamable magic 
off Meath Street

Liberties resident Matt Burke who runs ‘Magic Minds’. Photo | Orfhlaith Whelan

BY REBECCA DALY

In a flat just off Meath Street 
in 2017, Magic Minds podcast 
was born. “Brain-child” to 

lifelong Liberties resident Matt 
Burke, the podcast focuses on 
telling stories that inspire.

Burke has always had a love 
for people and their life stories, 
but his work in the National 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Dun 
Laoghaire has helped to shape 
his focus on the people he 
speaks to.  

“For me to look at these 
people that come through such 
adversity in their life but still 
turn up, still achieve greatness 
that they just don’t see, this 
would be a platform,” he says. 

Over the 64 episodes re-
leased, he has interviewed 
psychiatrists, psychologists and 
anyone with an inspiration-
al story. Whether it’s mental 
health, spirituality or trauma 
and recovery, each podcast 
brings something different, yet 
they are always provocative. 

“It’s a bit like going to Dealz 
– you wouldn’t know what you 
might find in it, but you might 
get some inspiration out of it.”

He wants people to know 
that these topics are approach-
able, regardless of who you are 
or where you’re from, as he’s 
from the “working class, inner 
city”. Burke also runs a medita-
tion group on Monday nights, 
and finds that some men would 
never even consider going, be-
cause meditating has wrongly 
become seen as “convoluted 
and high brow”. 

The magic happens in 
Burke’s flat, which once 

belonged to his granny. He built 
a small studio in one of the 
rooms, equipped with micro-
phones, tripods and lights. To 
top it off, he has a custom-made 
Magic Minds backdrop. 

He now records video, as 
well as audio, on his Huawei 
(or Howiye, as he likes to call 
it) smartphone. His friends Josh 
and Kevin help with the social 
media and the technical side of 
things. 

As Burke has lived and 
worked in the Liberties all his 
life, he uses the podcast to give 
back to the area and showcase 
it. He described the community 
around him as being “gold dust” 
and that they’re always up for a 
bit of craic. 

“People don’t take them-
selves too seriously, but if you 
do, you won’t last too long. 
You’ll be told!”

Over Halloween, Burke took 
to the streets to ask people of 
the Liberties what makes the 
area so magical. Everyone he 
spoke to mentioned the sense 
of community and genuineness 
they felt in the Liberties. 

The love they feel for their 
area isn’t “territorial”, he says. 
“I don’t care where you’re from. 
I just love here, and if everyone 
just loved where they were.... I 
sound like Mary Poppins!” 

He hopes to do more pieces 
like this over Christmas, and 
plans to take some time off 
work to get out and get talking 
to people, with the aim of “pro-
moting the podcast, promoting 
the area and the people that 
live in it”.

Listening to Liberties choirs
BY OLIVIA 
DUVIEUSART

With Christmas coming, 
there are many magi-
cal moments to enjoy 

around the Liberties. In particular, 
there are many different choirs 
that provide an excellent evening 
to enjoy with family and friends.

Let the music of the Liberties 
lead your soul this Christmas, 
admire the conductor who, like 

a magician, creates a wondrous 
melody by just moving his hands. 
All  whilst the singers are listening 
to each other to create the perfect 
harmony.

These are some of the special 
occasions that everyone wants at 
Christmas time. 
Saint Patrick’s Cathedral

Every Sunday of December the 
Saint Patrick’s Cathedral choir will 
perform.

• Handel by Candle - Friday 

20th December from 19:30 to 
21:00. Ticket: €50 for premium 
package, €30 nave.

• Colm Wilkinson with 
Special Guests The Arís Celebration 
Choir, The O’Neill Sisters & Rachel 
Coyne - Saturday 21st December at 
19:30. Ticket: from €80

• The Snowman - Monday 
23th December from 16:00 to 
16:30. Family event. Ticket: Free 
but registration required.

Chloe Agnew’s Angels in the 

Cathedral - Sunday 29th December 
at 19:30. Ticket: €35 
Christ Church Cathedral

• New Dublin Voices“Carols 
for Christmas” - Saturday 14th 
December from 20:00 to 22:00. 
Ticket: €20

• Park Singers “Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”  - 
Sunday 15th December from 20:00 
to 22:00. Ticket:€15

• Mornington Singers 
“Noel” - Saturday 21st December 

from 20:00 to 22:00. Ticket: €20 / 
€15 concessions

These choirs provide incredible 
moments for everyone to discon-
nect from everyday life. It is also 
an excellent opportunity to get out 
and meet like-minded people from 
the Liberties community.

Why not take a break and pop 
down to one of the many magical 
events in the Liberties over this 
festive period – you won’t regret 
it!
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Drawing the Liberties classes 
are well underway at the 
Robert Emmet Community 

Development Project (RECDP) 
centre on Usher Street. The art 
classes, open to any adults inter-
ested in sparking their creativity, 
are free of charge every Friday 
night.

Drawing the Liberties encour-
ages locals to come in and learn 
how to create masterpieces in-
spired by the area around them. 
The aim is to not only develop 
one’s skills as an artist, but also 
provides an outlet to narrate how 
they feel about their community.

Austin Campbell from the 

RECDP said, “It gives people an 
organic voice where its not people, 
say, giving out about development 
but people still get their points 
across in a really 
organic, con-
structive way 
that isn’t angry.”

The RECDP 
is also hosting a 
number of other 
free classes, 
including pho-
tography classes 
on Mondays as 
part of its new 
Robert Emmet 
P h o t o g r a p h y 
Club for locals to capture the life 
of Dublin 8. There is also creative 
writing classes on Tuesdays to aid 

in telling the stories of those who 
live in the area.

Both the work produced in 
these classes along with that of 

Drawing the Liberties will be collat-
ed and published in a book called 
Our Liberties, which will launch on 

January 14th.
Austin felt that the classes were 

extremely important in confidence 
building for the community. He 

said, “The abili-
ty to be part of 
an exhibition or 
the ability to be 
published as an 
artist, photog-
rapher or as a 
writer when you 
only came in a 
few weeks be-
forehand, I think 
it gives people 
confidence.” 

As well as the 
book, the RECDP will also create an 
audio archive where locals can tell 
anecdotes, childhood memories 

or even their favourite jokes. The 
interviews will be transcribed and 
added to Our Liberties. 

Drawing the Liberties runs 
right up to Christmas with Austin 
encouraging anyone interested to 
get involved even at this stage. He 
said, “The more people that get 
involved, the more people that 
come to classes, the more we can 
see that there’s a need or there’s a 
desire for stuff like this.”

Austin Campbell poses with some of the art | Photo Orfhlaith Whelan

Drawing everyday 
life in the Liberties 
BY REBECCA DALY

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, 
CONTACT 
AUSTIN@RECDP.IE.

learn how to create 
masterpieces inspired 

by the area

“

”
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THE Drive for Five: It’s fitting to start with 
the success achieved by the Dublin Football 
Team in the last 10 years. They’ve dominat-
ed the game and it’s hard to remember the 
days when they weren’t on top. They’ve 
won seven out of the last 10 Sam Maguires 
and the last nine Leinster football titles. Jim 
Gavin has become possibly the best manag-
er of all time and when he was at the helm 
they rarely lost on the big stage. 

“If their dominance ends it will be when 
Jim Gavin decides to leave,’’ stated ex-Dublin 
Footballer Eammon Fennell. With the news 
that he’s gone,  maybe the Dubs’ reign will 
finally end. 

Katie Taylor: Katie Taylor has changed 
the landscape of women’s boxing over the 
last decade. She won Olympic gold in 2012 
in London and turned professional at the 
end of 2016.  She has a winning record of 
15-0 and has managed to capture four world 
titles along the way, proving to break the 
barriers in boxing and become a role model 
for all female fighters around the world. She 
is changing the game for females in combat 
sports and she is under the wing of the great 
promoter Eddie Hearn.

Ireland women’s hockey success: In 
summer 2018, the leading Irish sporting 
story was arguably the Irish women’s hockey 
team making the world cup finals, only to 
lose to the Netherlands in the final. They also 
managed to qualify for the 2020 Olympics as 
they packed out Donnybrook stadium for 
two tough fixtures against Canada, where 
they qualified by winning a penalty shoot-
out. The national interest in the sport has 
definitely grown.

The golden year in Irish rugby: 2018 was 
the best year in Irish Rugby history as they 
won the Grand Slam, won a test series in 
Australia and managed to beat the All-Blacks 
on home soil. They captured a trio of re-
wards at the World Rugby Awards, winning 
team, manager and player of the year. They 
were also ranked the best country in the 
world rankings for the first time 

Jason Smyth became a running inspira-
tion: The Derry sprinter has been compared 
in the media to a “blind Usain Bolt’, winning 
13 gold medals in the last ten years, being 
one of Ireland’s best representatives at the 
Paralympics in recent times. 

The rise and fall of Conor McGregor: 
McGregor has been quite the sporting 
enigma in the last decade as he became 
one of the most influential Irish athletes of 
all time. He was in the headlines all over the 
world. He captured the UFC featherweight 
title in 2015, knocking out Jose Aldo in nine 

seconds, won the lightweight title in 2016, 
and had a mega-money fight in boxing with 
Flyod Mayweather in 2017. However, in 
recent years he has made headlines for the 
wrong reasons and public opinion on the 
star has diminished. 

Irish cricket: Irish Cricket has been on a 
real rise in recent years. It was announced 
in 2017 that the team would be given test 
status and they have big aspirations in the 
future. 

The O’Donovan brothers: Gary and Paul 
O’Donovan are rowers from Cork. In the Rio 
2016 Olympics they achieved silver medals 
and went on to win the World Championships 
in 2018. The whole country got behind these 
lads as two ordinary local Cork boys became 
elites in a very tough sport.

Dublin Ladies football success: Along 
with the men, the ladies from the capital 
have achieved their own levels of domi-
nance in their sport. They have won the last 
three All-Irelands and they dethroned 6 in a 
row Cork who seemed unstoppable. Can the 
Dublin Men and Ladies ever be stopped?

Recalling Ireland’s 
decade in sport

Boxing star Katie Taylor. Photo | Wikimedia Commons

BY CIARON NOBLE

Croke Park, where Dublin celebrated five All-Ireland Championship in a row. Photo | Wikimedia Commons
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Bohs and St Kevin’s bringing 
the community together
THE recent link-up between Bohemians 
Football Club and St Kevin’s Football Club 
has transformed the opportunity for young 
players in the area to transition through 
to professional football in a very cohesive 
environment. 

Just over five years ago, Bohemians ap-
pointed Keith Long as their manager. The 
club, which recently has struggled financial-
ly, has miraculously over-achieved in that 
period of time, with Long at the forefront of 
this. 

Bohemians and Keith Long just seem 
to be the perfect fit for club and manager, 
with the League of Ireland Manager of the 
Year nominee getting the ethos of the club 
from the minute he walked in the door. He 
has become a cult hero with the Dalymount 
regulars, and his performance to propel the 
team to a third place finish was unheralded 
at the start of the season.

Long puts down this success to a very 
tight knit squad, “It was a great year for us, 
thankfully we were able to secure European 
football which is a massive achievement 
for everyone involved in the football club. 
We lost a few key players at the end of last 
year, so therefore I don’t think many people 

would have given us much chance to finish 
where we did at the end of the year. It was 
great to achieve third position but it was just 
as important for the club to progress off the 
pitch, which I feel we did.”

“This year, we had brilliant attendanc-
es and brilliant atmosphere within and 
throughout the club. The link between Bohs 
and Kevin’s has proved to be very benefi-
cial for both parties, and has only gone to 
improve both parties. The community effect 
within this club is extremely vibrant and is 
as good as ever. We’ve got a lot of values 
which we have built up within the club over 
the last few years, which we have stuck by 
with all our players and staff. We have an 
identity as a club, which we try to instill into 
our players. All of our young players have to 
buy into the values and beliefs that we, as a 
club, stand by. This year, we made a strategy 
of going for young, hungry players that were 
going to fight hard for the club and put it all 
on the line. 

“A lot of these youth players were look-
ing to prove themselves in men’s football. 
It’s been building over a number of years. 
It’s not just this season or last season, it’s 
been a culmination over a lot of years.”

This philosophy to go for a younger, hun-
grier player has been shown to great effect 
this season. Some young players have come 

through the Kevins’/Bohs setup, while some 
have come back over from potentially un-
successful periods over in England. It leaves 
the team with a great balance of personnel. 
They sell an excellent dream to their play-
ers, and it is something that the whole club 
seems to be in unison with. Everyone sings 
off the same hymn sheet at Bohemians, 
there is simply no doing things by halves. 
The community stuff has been brilliant this 
year. Off the pitch, the crowds have been 
great and everyone close by has really got 
behind the team. On the pitch, the players 
have been excellent. They enjoy playing for 
Bohemians, they enjoy playing in Dalymount 
Park. They seem to thrive off the atmosphere 
in Dalymount, they’re accountable for their 
performances every Friday Night. 

“We are always looking for players with 
good schoolboy careers, that have repre-
sented Ireland at youth levels. After that, 
we instill the trust and belief into them and 
they’ve responded with performances on 
the pitch.”

“I’ve managed to assemble a brilliant 
backroom staff throughout the club over the 
last few years. From the assistant manager 
down to all the youth coaches at Bohemians 
and at St Kevin’s. It’s all hand picked staff 
that understand what we are building at this 
club and understand what we believe. It is 

then their job to go and make the players 
believe the same thing get them to produce 
at their respective levels. We are very happy 
with the progress at all levels.”

It is an exciting time to be within 
Bohemians Football Club at the moment 
as the club is making giant strides up the 
League of Ireland ladder despite a shoe-
string budget. Keith Long and Bohemians are 
a community based team, and their link-up 
with St Kevin’s is increasing that community 
feeling. It is a place that would more than 
entice a young footballer, and if you show 
the necessary ability and desire, they will be 
good to you.

“It’s not just this 
season, it’s been 

a culmination 
over a lot of 

years.”

BY ANDREW BLAIR WHITE

Bohemians celebrate with their fans. Photo | Bohemians Media
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THE Liberties Majorettes were triumphant 
at a competition in the Palmerstown Sports 
Complex on November 10th, taking home 
either 1st or 2nd place awards in each age 
group, which the exception of one 3rd place 
for Under 6s. The Under 12s won the over-
all team of the day, with Sophie Coughlan 
from the Under 10s scooping up the gong of 
dancer of the day.

The group was set up in the 1970s by a 
man named John Gallagher. It is now run 
by Siobhán O’Flaherty and Sinéad Freeman, 
who have both been members of the group 
for over thirty years. Freeman’s daughter, 
Megan Spooner, also teaches the group. 

It takes on girls from the age of two and 
a half, all the way up to 40. Out of their 70 
members, most began training from a young 
age and have stuck with it throughout the 
years. Freeman said, “Some of the kids that 
are in it now, their parents danced in the 
Majorettes.”  O’Flaherty added, “We used to 
teach them and now we teach their kids!”

They focus on two elements, pom-poms 
and baton. Pom-poms routines are focused 
mostly on dancing and having fun, while 
baton is more about technical skill and 

precision. Freeman said, “The baton would 
be more serious, because they can drop it. 
You can get a lot more points taken off.”

The Liberties Majorettes don red cos-
tumes with silver details to the 6-8 compe-
titions they do each year. They change cos-
tume designs every few years, as they want 
to keep things cost effective, like Gallagher 
did when the group started, to ensure that 
every girl in the area can join. “[He] set it up 
for people in the area who couldn’t afford 
to do other sports. We used to pay 50p to 
come. We’ve kept it like that,” O’Flaherty 
said. 

Majorettes is often a sport that goes un-
reported on, but that doesn’t mean it’s any 
less important to the community around it. 
Both Freeman and O’Flaherty agreed that 
other than football, which is predominantly 
for boys, there’s nothing else in the area to 
keep children occupied. O’Flaherty said, “If 
they’re not here, they’re gonna be on the 
street. There’s not a place for them outside.”

The group meet every Monday and 
Tuesday in St. Brigid’s Primary School, The 
Coombe. For more information, visit the 
group’s Facebook page at the Liberties 
Majorettes.

Major success for 
the Majorettes

Busy off-season in the transfer 
market for Dublin clubs
THE 2019 season was effectively a successful 
one for the Dublin based League of Ireland 
teams.

Despite Dundalk taking the ultimate ac-
colade, a season of consistent results left 
both Shamrock Rovers and Bohemians  con-
tent with their year’s work. 

Despite running short in the league, 
Stephen Bradley’s Rovers season will still be 
considered a success. A Jack Byrne inspired 
outfit wrapped up a solid season for the 
hoops as they toppled Dundalk to claim the 
FAI Cup following a titanic battle which was 
decided on penalties. 

Bohemians will be over the moon with 
their season. Written off by so many and 
working with a shoestring budget, the 
Phibsboro side secured European football 
with a third place finish. Bohs, a youthful 
team, were marshalled by the highly regard-
ed Keith Long. 

For St Pats, missing  out on a top four 
finish means they will be disappointed with 
their run, albeit the four teams above them 
were all quality outfits worthy of their po-
sition in the table. For UCD, it was a season 
to forget for the students as they find them-
selves back in the first division having fin-
ished the season with a scarce 19 points. 

In the first division, Cabinteely will have 
to be relatively content with their best ever 
fourth place finish, finishing within just 
one point off runners-up. Shelbourne who 
topped the league comfortably in the end, 
will be delighted with their season – eager to 
return to the top flight following an absent 
spell dating way back to 2013. 

None of the teams are seen to be wast-
ing any time in the off season, with many 
new signings announced already. The big 
news coming from Tallaght Stadium is the 
signing of  highly rated Ireland U21 defender 
Liam Scales from UCD.

St. Pats have been busy, adding experi-
enced players like Waterford FC’s Rory Feely 

and Dundalk’s Robbie Benson to their squad. 
Whilst in Dalymount park, the signing of ex 
Wolves player Anto Breslin, who was re-
cently voted onto the PFAI Team of the Year 
following an impressive season at Longford 
town, was just recently announced by the 
club. 

Shelbourne have been the busiest of the 
Dublin clubs. The newly promoted side are 
adding strength in depth to their squad with 
some quality signings already announced. 
Georgie Poynton and Daniel O’ Reilly have 
put pen to paper for Shels, coming from 
Waterford FC and Finn Harps respectively. In 
Karl Sheppard, Ian Morris has added a strik-
er to his ranks with a wealth of experience, 
having enjoyed a successful career at clubs 
like Reading, Accrington Stanley, Shamrock 
Rovers and most recently Cork City. 

Prior to these signings by Shelbourne, 
Aaron Dobbs was the first to be announced. 
The attacker who hails from Enniscorthy 
in Wexford penned a two-year deal with 
the club back in October, joining from first 

division side Longford Town. Dobbs, who 
previously broke into the Shamrock Rovers 
first-team as a 16-year-old, has been capped 
at international level for Irish underage sides 
and brings with him an exciting résumé to 
Tolka Park, for a lad of just 20 years of age. 

Speaking of his move, Dobbs said: “ I’m 
just really looking forward to getting in with 
the lads and hopefully we can have a suc-
cessful year. It’s great to be in the premier 
division with a big club with high ambitions.” 

In regards to the training schedule of a 
premier club, Aaron’s settling in well. “We 
train four times a week which is great, i’ve 
no doubt we’ll hit the ground running come 
February.”

Dobbs will be looking to emulate recent 
form which saw him feature regularly with 
the Irish U19 team in 2018 under Tom 
Mohan. In terms of goals for the season, 
he said: “ As a team, we’re ambitious and 
we feel we can put it up to any team in the 
league.”

BY GAVIN DALTON

BY REBECCA DALY

Members of The Liberties Majorettes. Photo | Zoe Ardiff
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Ireland qualify for 
Euro 2020 playoffs

IRELAND have qualified for the Euro 2020 Playoffs after a 1-1 
draw with Denmark at the Aviva Stadium concluded their 
qualification campaign.

Having needed a win to qualify directly, Ireland dis-
appointingly went behind to a late Denmark goal, only to 
pull the scores level in the 85th minute through Wolves de-
fender Matt Doherty. The draw was not enough, however, 
with Denmark taking the second spot in Group D alongside 
Switzerland.

Ireland’s third place finish in the group means that Mick 
McCarthy’s men will have to battle through a tough playoff 
qualification process to make it to the tournament next 
summer.

The Playoff draw, which was held on November 22nd, 
drew Ireland away to Slovakia in the first stage of the play-
offs. The match will be played on March 26th.

Should Ireland beat Slovakia, they will then face an 
away tie against either Northern Ireland or Bosnia and 
Herzegovina to qualify for the Euro 2020 finals in June. The 
draw has many fans excited by the prospect of an all-Irish 
matchup should both teams progress to the final.

The winner of the playoff final will then be placed in the 
Euro 2020 Group E – alongside Spain, Poland and Sweden. 
While Spain will undoubtedly be considered a tough fixture, 
McCarthy can take solace in the fact that the most recent 
matchups against Poland and Sweden have both ended in 
1-1 draws.

After the draw, manager Mick McCarthy insisted that his 
focus is solely on the upcoming match: “The only game that 
matters to us now is Slovakia. If we win the first game against 
Slovakia then I will fancy our chances anywhere else. We will 
have our analysis done on all three teams, but our focus is 
on Slovakia first”

If Ireland make it to the finals next summer, fans can 
also look forward to seeing the team on home soil, with the 

Aviva Stadium being chosen as one of twelve stadiums that 
will host the tournament. Ireland would have the benefit 
of facing both Sweden and Poland at the Aviva. The Aviva 
Stadium will also host one of the second-round matches 
later in the competition.

The Republic of Ireland’s qualification campaign was 
marred by poor attacking returns. Ireland only scored seven 
goals in eight games, with just two of those goals coming 
from attackers.

Promising draws early in the campaign against Denmark 
and Switzerland were undermined by two poor performanc-
es in October, when Ireland were held to a 0-0 draw by 
Georgia and then suffered a 2-0 defeat to Switzerland three 
days later.

There have been several calls from fans for Mick McCarthy 
to give more playing time to younger stars such as Jack Byrne 
and Aaron Connolly. Whether McCarthy will place his trust 
in youth for the playoff fixtures remains to be seen.

BY NATHAN DAVIES

Irish away fans in Georgia. Photo | Evan Carey
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