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THE four seats in Dublin South 
Central were taken by three left-
wing TDs and one Green, who 
replaced Fine Gael TD Catherine 
Byrne. 

Aengus Ó Snodaigh, a Sinn Féin 
TD topped the polls in the Dublin 
South Central constituency by re-
ceiving around 17,000 first prefer-
ences votes, which is double the 
quota needed.

People Before Profit TD Bríd 

Smith came second in the polls and 
was elected on the second count, 
partly because Sinn Féin only ran 
one candidate – Smith got more 
than half Ó Snodaigh’s transfers.

Patrick Costello of the Green 
Party got the third seat and Joan 
Collins of Independents4Change 
got the final fourth seat.

For the first time in a four-seat 
constituency Fine Gael and Fianna 
Fail failed to get one of their TDs 

elected to the Dáil.
The big shock here was the 

loss of Minister of State Catherine 
Byrne, who was represented Fine 
Gael in Dublin South Central.

Fianna Fail were also dealt a 
blow in Dublin South Central when 
Catherine Ardagh failed to get a 
seat.

Fine Gael and Fianna Fail also 
suffered bad results in some other 
constituencies in Dublin and not 
just in Dublin South Central.

Dublin South Central has always 
been inclined to vote for more left 
wing TDs, but this is the first time 
four left-leaning TDs got elected in 
one constituency.

Normally the two main parties 
Fine Gael and Fianna Fail will at 
least have one of their representa-
tives in Dublin South Central.

Although the Sinn Féin surge 
in the election was a shock, Dublin 
South Central has been going this 
way for some time.  

In the 2016 election three 
of the four TDs were on the left 
side of politics, so the signs were 
coming to the two old ‘main’ par-
ties that Dublin South Central was 
going to be hard to get a seat in.

Catherine Byrne was the only 
TD not to retain a seat from the 
last general election in the Dublin 
South Central constituency.

The TD that replaced Catherine 
Byrne was Patrick Costello of the 
Green Party.

BY CHRISTOPHER WINDRUM

The new Hyatt Centric Hotel in Dean Street illustrates the changing face of the Liberties, but Is tourism helping the area? see page 12. Photo:Luke Gillis
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Local mill to be restored
DUBLIN City Council, which 
has bought the decrepit 
and historic Kilmainham 
Mill, is in discussions about 
a restoration plan, but 
nothing is confirmed.

Dublin City Council 
has given credit to the 
Facebook group ‘Save 
Kilmainham Mill Group’ 
for shedding light on the 

importance of the mill, 
not only to the area but to 
Dublin.

“Kilmainham Mill is the 
last remaining early 19th 
century flour mill in the 
city – it reminds us of the 
industrial heritage of the 
area,” Michael O’Flanagan, 
founder of the Facebook 
group, said. 

At the moment, the 
mill has several problems 
that pose a threat which 
needs to be cleared before 
any renovations are made.

“The main focus is 
definitely the exterior de-
velopment and the council 
believes that a lot of the 
plans will be finalised by 
next October,” O’Flanagan 
said.

O’Flanagan described 
Kilmainham Mill as “the 
third leg in Kilmainham, 
the other two being 
Kilmainham Gaol and the 
Royal Hospital”.

Efforts to save the mill 
have made for a number 
of years but fell through as 
other projects such as the 
renovation of Richmond 
Barracks in nearby 

Inchicore took priority. 
Other members of the 

Facebook group such as 
Mary Waddel, Robert Foley 
and Raymond Lambert 
have delivered historic 
talks in primary schools in 
the area to raise awareness 
of the plight of the mill.

BY SHAY GALON

THE building contractor of the National 
Children’s Hospital, BAM, has launched a 
€500,000 community benefit fund for Dublin 8 
and Dublin 12.

The scheme which will run from 2020 to 
2022, will see money invested into the commu-
nity in five areas.

The scheme breaks down into €50,000 per 
year to local community projects, €96,000 to-
wards educational bursaries to young people 
studying in the construction and healthcare 
sectors, €96,000 to an apprenticeship support 
scheme, and €75,000 to promoting sports, cul-
ture and arts.

Niamh Cronin, spokesperson for BAM, said 

that “any community groups in Dublin 8 and 
Dublin 12 can apply for the fund,” with applica-
tions closing on March 31.

The fund has already helped community 
groups like the Solas youth project and the 
Fatima Homework Club.

The education bursary will support approxi-
mately nine undergraduate and 12 post- leaving 
certificate students with funds of €2,000 per 
year. BAM has applied to the Department of 
Education for an exemption from means-test-
ing, meaning that SUSI grant holders could avail 
of both grants, but a decision is still pending.

“This will mean that people receiving the 
SUSI grant for example can still apply for this (or 
vice versa) and that students who are most in 

need of financial assistance will not lose out,” 
Cronin said.

If the department does not rule in favour, 
SUSI grant holders would be in breach of the 
legislation that precludes students from receiv-
ing a bursary on top of the SUSI grant.

The scheme is funded entirely by BAM 
Ireland, a construction contractor working on 
the controversial National Children’s Hospital 
project, which has seen massive cost overruns. 

For more information on the fund, or to 
apply, see the ‘BAM Community Fund’ page on 
the National Children’s Hospital website, www.
newchildrenshospital.ie.

BY SEAN CUTTLE
Workers from BAM Ireland continue work on the National Children’s Hospital. Photo Credit: Sean Cuttle

NCH builder’s 
community fund
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A MAJOR €9 million roof-refur-
bishment programme at historic 
St Patrick’s Cathedral, in the heart 
of the Liberties, is currently un-
derway. The renovations are set 
to take 22 months, starting last 
September but “that could be a 
little elongated”, according to Dean 
William Morton.  Morton is aware 
that even in a cathedral, the best 
laid plans can go astray.

“Refurbishing the roof will 
require 12,777 new slates, at an 
average cost of €250 each, in six 
different sizes and three different 
widths,” he says. “You could drive 
a Mini car through holes in the roof 
of the cathedral, as it is in such a 
perilous state. About four years 
ago, two large holes were blown in 
the roof when slates were removed 
in gale or hurricane conditions.”

Luckily, it happened over a part 
of the building where there was a 
stone vault ceiling. “If it had hap-
pened where there is a lathe and 
plaster ceiling, we would have 

been in major trouble, because 
the whole lot would have caved in 
around us,” he explains.

The current refurbishment pro-
gramme is the largest such venture 
at St. Patrick’s since the Guiness 
restoration of the cathedral, more 
than 150 years ago – between 
1860 and 1865. “That was a com-
plete restoration and funded by 
Benjamin Lee Guinness, who was 
a member of the congregation and 
a grandson of Arthur Guinness, at 
a cost the equivalent of €20/30/40 
million today – an act of huge gen-
erosity”, Morton says.

At the time of the Guinness res-
toration, the ceiling was lowered, 
meaning that there is quite a size-
able area between ceiling and roof 
timbers, which date from the 12th 
century. Tested scientifically, these 
were found to be in very good con-
dition and are not being replaced.

This has prompted thoughts of 
the recent fire at the iconic Notre 
Dame Cathedral in Paris. “The fire 
at Notre Dame has certainly sharp-
ened the focus for us here. The 

Dublin City fire services have visit-
ed to get to know the layout of the 
cathedral, just in case the worst 
happens. It will mean another €1.4 
million, for fire prevention purpos-
es,” he adds.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral, though 
it was altered significantly in the 
1860s, is almost as old as Notre 
Dame Cathedral, being founded in 
1191 compared to Notre Dame’s 
1163. 

“To stroll through it, is really to 
take a stroll through Irish history,” 
the Dean says. “We have to try to 
restore and conserve it and pro-
vide something for this generation 
and future generations.”

So far, the cathedral has raised 
€5 million towards the roof refur-
bishment from tourism. One of 
the most visited tourist sites in 
Dublin, it attracted 600,030 visi-
tors in 2018. However, funds raised 
during eucharistic services and 
from candle stands are ring-fenced 
for charitable purposes. This has 
amounted to €1 million in the past 
ten years.

There have been extensive dis-
cussions with government about 
assisting with the refurbishment 
works. “They were very sympathet-
ic and €200,000 has been received 
from the Department of Culture, 
Heritage and the Gaeltacht through 
the Built Heritage Investment 
Scheme”, adds Morton.

The 800-year-old cathedral has 
not seen restoration and repair 
on this scale since the 1860s. 
However with no benefactor this 
time around, the cathedral is ap-
pealing for donations to fund what 
it describes as “a challenging and 
exciting next chapter”.

The cathedral administrator, 
Gavan Woods, explains:  “This is 
really something beyond the norm, 
so we are under a little pressure to 
ensure that we can afford to do 
this work. The difficulty is that it’s 
the very opposite of a vanity proj-
ect in that if we don’t have a sound 
roof, the cathedral can’t continue 
to function.”

People wishing to contribute 
towards the refurbishment works, 
can do so by donating amounts 
from €50.00 upwards at: www.
stpatrickscathedral.ie/support-us/

“Another way to support is to 
visit the cathedral,” Morton con-
cludes. “It is the best way to learn 
in depth about the history of the 
place.”

“To stroll 
through it, 
is really to 
take a stroll 

through 
Irish 

history,”

BY AIDAN CROWLEY

Construction continues on St. Patrick’s Catherdral. Pictured right is Dean William Morton. Photo Credit: Aidan Crowley and Christopher Windrum

Restorations well underway on 
iconic St Patrick’s Cathedral
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Vicar 
street 
wins
Dub
venue
of 
year

Vicar Street has claimed the top 
Dublin live music venue award for 
the fifth time.

The Irish Music Rights 
Organisation (IMRO) awards cere-
mony was held on February 11th in 
the city-centre Twenty Two night-
club, and gave out many other 
awards including festival of the 
year.  

Vicar Street was one of two 
Dublin venues to take home an 
award. 

The last time Vicar Street won 
this award was in 2016 and has 
been shortlisted every year since. 
The Liberties venue also won in 
2008, 2009 and 2014. 

Vicar Street opened in 1998 
and hosts music and comedy acts 
to a capacity of over 2,000 people. 
It’s a popular spot for the people of 
Dublin 8 and anyone looking for an 
entertaining night out.

Vicar Street took home the 
overall national music venue 
award in 2008, when the awards 
first started. 

Vicar Street has also won the 
Hot Press readers award for best 
live music venue. 

BY: LEAH KILBY

Walking tour 
showcases area 
and creates jobs

DUBLIN as a capital possesses 
many attractions for visitors from 
across the water such as the 
famous Leprechaun Museum, 
Dublin Castle, Temple Bar and let 
us not forget the Viking Splash 
Tours. 

The city centre is such a haven 
of activity that tourists wouldn’t 
even think to venture outside it 
when they have all that they think 
they need to see of Dublin right 
there.

But don’t hidden-away areas 
such as the Liberties deserve their 
own share of the tourist inter-
est? The people at ‘In Our Shoes 
Walking Tours’ are determined to 
showcase the village feel of the 
southwest inner city.

In Our Shoes Walking Tours is a 
responsible tourism initiative, em-
ploying local unemployed people  
and training them to be tour 
guides. It is a community owned 
company, contributing to locals 
and therefore, the local economy. 

They will inform and educate 

while strolling through the Dublin 
8 laneways and side streets treat-
ing tourists to the sort of unheard 
and often-hilarious  inner-city sto-
ries that you would never read in 
any guidebook. 

“The Liberties is often over-
looked by passers-by en route 
from Dublin city centre to the 
Guinness Storehouse,” says 
Anthony Freeman, a tour guide for  
In Our Shoes.  

“Tourists do not get much of a 
chance to engage with real Dublin, 
but in doing so with us, they find 

out what it really feels like to be 
living here – past present and 
future,” says Alison, a company 
representative.

In employing locals, it gives a 
voice to the community and cre-
ates opportunities within the ex-
panding Irish tourism industry. 

These tour-guides present the 
neighbourhood proudly bring-
ing with them an Irish sense of 
humour and a feeling of genuine 
love for their area.  

BY JULIA BRENNAN

A tour group pictured in the Liberties outside the Barley Mow pub. Photo Credit: In out shoes walking tours.
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THE new Kevin Street Garda 
Station in the heart of the Liberties, 
which is also the Garda Divisional 
Headquarters for South-Central 
Division, has now been open for 
about a year and a half. 

The station replaces the old 
station, or RIC “barracks”, next 
door, which was the longest oper-
ating police station in the country 
until it closed in May 2018.

The old building had been a 
police station since 1836. Prior 
to that, it was an “archbishop’s 
palace”, with parts of it dating back 
a further 600-plus years, to 1184. 
The old station is now set for his-
toric restoration and may be used 
as a future Garda Museum or as 
part of a suggested “Jonathan Swift 
Swift Quarter”, linking-in with the 
iconic St Patrick’s Cathedral and 
the historic Marsh’s Library, next 
door.

The new Garda station, at 
the junction of Kevin Street and 
Bride Street, “reflects the public 
face of the Gardai as a modern 
police force and represents a new 
modern phase in the relationship 
between the Gardai and the city”, 
according to a statement from the 

Office of Public Works. 
The new station is energy ef-

ficient and sustainable with com-
plete access for all. The building is 
arranged in linear blocks of accom-
modation either side of a high-ceil-
inged atrium. It re-enforces the 
street line along Bride Street, 
where the old Garda Station car 
park was situated, with a very im-
pressive five-story building (with 
two additional underground floors 
of  car parking), opposite the sev-
en-storey National Archive build-
ing in Bishop Street.

The new facility contains new 
custody management facilities, in-
cluding ten modern prisoner cells, 
property and exhibit storage and 
continuous personal development 
training facilities. The building was 
nominated for a number of archi-
tectural awards on behalf of build-
ing contractors, J. J. Rhatigan, early 
last year.

The new station has a total staff 
of 220, both garda personnel and 
civilians, working round-the-clock 
in three separate shifts. The total 
is made up of 140 staff from the 
old station, with an additional 80 
personnel that have transferred in 
from other stations.

“The new building is 

purpose-built in modern times for 
modern policing requirements. It is 
state-of-the-art, very public facing 
and very welcoming  to the public,” 
says Sgt Ian Lambe of Kevin Street 
Garda Station.

The new ultra-modern facility 
has breathed new life into a part of 
the city which had become slightly 
shabby and run-down. Additional 
features of the new building in-
clude some stunning stained-glass 
artwork and sculpture in the main 
atrium and a series of inscriptions 
quoting various famous Irish writ-
ers, such as James Joyce, Sean O’ 
Casey and Seamus Heaney, on the 
outside walls. 

At the time of the official open-
ing, Minister Flanagan said: “The 
new contemporary building re-
flects the public face of the gardai 
as a modern police service.”  

The old Kevin Street Garda 
Station began life as the Palace 
Of St Sepulchre which was, for six 
centuries, the official residence of 
the Anglo-Norman Archbishops 
of Dublin. It became the first 
headquarters of the Dublin 
Metropolitan Police just over 
two hundred years ago and then 
became a Garda station at the 
foundation of the state in 1922. An 

unusual feature of the old station 
was the fact that the Poddle River, 
a tributary of the Liffey, ran under-
neath the barracks. There was also 
a deep well into which the bodies 
of hanged prisoners were dropped.

After almost one hundred 
years, the gardai have at last moved 
to the new purpose-built station 
at the corner of Kevin Street and 
Bride Street. State architect with 
the Office Of Public Works (OPW), 
Ciaran O’ Connor, says that just 
over the top of the wall from the 
ancient palace, all the elements are 
in place to restore it to its former 
glory, with eight hundred years of 
history waiting to be revealed. 

“The building dates back to 
1184 and like Dublin Castle, is one 
of the few buildings continuously 
occupied since the Norman period 
and that is quite unique in Dublin,” 
says O’Connor.

“Parts of the building date from 
the 12th century and into the 13th. 
Then there was a pause when it 
went into decline. Then around 
the 1500’s and 1600’s, it took off 
again. A lot of that depended on 
the Bishop at the time,” he adds.

As regards the future use of 
the old station or “barracks”, 
O’ Connor says: “We need to 

develop a viable facility, now that 
the Gardai have left, because we 
don’t want a vacant building left to 
decay. We also want to see some-
thing that’s commensurate with its 
original use.”

Superintendent John Gordon 
of Kevin Street Garda Station, says 
that the old station had “a reputa-
tion as a great place to work, it was 
renowned for a great sense of ca-
maraderie among those who have 
been stationed here down through 
the years.” 

Gordon refers to a number 
of characters who worked in the 
station over the years, such as the 
legendary Jim “Lugs” Brannigan, a 
well-known community garda and 
accomplished boxer in the 1950s 
and 1960s, who grew up in the 
Liberties.

He also mentions Mickey 
Edmonds, a young boy who grew 
up in the Iveagh Trust flats across 
the street and began hanging 
around the station during the 
1960’s. Edmonds, who had a learn-
ing disability, was the longest-serv-
ing member of the station staff, 
being there every working day for 
40 years.

BY AIDAN CROWLEY

Kevin Street Garda Divisional Headquarters combines the old local station with new offices and facilities. Photo Credit: Chrisopher Windrum

Out with the old and in with the 
new at Kevin Street Garda station
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The view from future Premier Inn Hotel Rooms. Photo Credit: Damien Dunne

Another hotel rises in area, but 
at what cost to community?
THE parent company of hotel chain 
Premier Inn has acquired a site at 
Newmarket Square with plans for 
a 151 room building.

Whitbread PLC has secured the 
site located across from the Teeling 
Whiskey Distillery in Dublin 8.

In a press release on their 
website Head of Acquisitions for 
Premier Inn Ireland Kevin Murray 
said “securing the Newmarket site 
and reaching over 1,000 bedrooms 
in the pipeline is a significant land-
mark for us as we aim to be the 
number one budget hotel chain in 
Ireland”.

Murray added that he thinks 
the hotel will be successful, due 
to the location and its proximity to 
major tourist attractions in the city. 

“The site is within an exciting 
regeneration area and we’re con-
fident it will trade strongly being 
right across the street from the 
Teeling Whiskey Distillery and 
within walking distance of the 
Guinness Storehouse, St Patrick’s 
Cathedral and Christchurch”.

The news comes as Whitbread, 
who currently operates the 
Premier Inn located at Dublin 
Airport, have signed deals for 
other hotels at locations across the 

city including South Great George’s 
Street and Jervis Street.

Fáilte Ireland CEO Paul Kelly 
stated at a conference in Croke 
Park last November that Dublin 
is “in desperate need of more 
hotels”. 

Kelly faced considerable back-
lash as many were angered by the 
comments at a time of major hous-
ing shortages in the capital.

Speaking to The Liberty, Sinn 
Féin councillor representing South 
West Inner City Criona Ní Dhálaigh 
said that “the Liberties is much 
more than just a tourist destina-
tion. It’s biggest asset is the strong 

vibrant community there”. 
She added that “the commu-

nity now feels under threat due 
to the relentless developments of 
unaffordable purpose built student 
accommodation, as well as Airbnb 
and hotels. What the area needs is 
affordable and public housing and 
green spaces”.

Ní Dhálaigh said “the Liberties 
welcome tourists and students as 
they contribute to the economy 
and vibrancy of the area, but if 
the over concentration of tempo-
rary accommodation continues 
it will tear the heart out of the 
community”. 

BY DAMIEN DUNNE

“the Liberties 
is much 

more than 
just a tourist 
destination.”
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Meath Street’s diamond

The unassuming enterance to the Liberty Market on Meath Street. Photo: Sean Cuttle

TUCKED away in a little corner 
of Meath Street in the heart of 
the Liberties is Liberty Market. 
First opened in 1973, the banner 
suspended high above the unas-
suming entrance, calls it “Dublin’s 
famous market” and it is the Willy 
Wonka’s chocolate factory of 
markets.

The Market is open from 10am 
to 4pm on Thursday and Friday, 
and 10am to 5pm on Saturdays.

A stroll through the market 
reveals a maze of stalls stocked 
to the brim with every kind of 
product imaginable. The market 
is deceptively large on the inside, 
with every inch of space utilised. 
One stall is covered, floor to ceil-
ing, with leather shoes, each 
with their own handwritten price 
tag. Another is selling “designer 
brands” at low prices. There is 
even a small barbershop occupying 
one of the stalls.

One stall vendor, Alexia, is a 
small Kenyan woman. Spread out 

on the table in front of her is an 
array of sandals, scarves, hand-
bags, and jewellery and a few or-
naments, including a pair of pink 
flamingos. 

Alexia says that they are all 
handmade in Kenya, and she 
brings them to Ireland when she 
flies back to visit family. Having 
been in Ireland for a number of 
years now, she has only had the 
stall in the market for the last two 
months. Pickings at the stall are 
slim and Alexia doesn’t have a lot 
of stock to sell.

“Business isn’t great – it’s 
very slow,” Alexia says, in broken 
English. She is a very charismat-
ic woman and chats away with 
the few punters who are walking 
the market on a dreary Thursday 
afternoon. 

Walking through the narrow 
rows of stalls, there is a real sense 
of community and family. Vendors 
shout across to each other, joking 
and laughing like old friends. 
Despite being in competition with 
one another, they all seem to get 

along. It is this character that is 
missing from the modern shopping 
experience.

Another vendor, who wished to 
remain anonymous, had a crowd 
of young children and teenagers 
around her, looking at her goods. 
Her stall was an old-fashioned 
sweet shop, with floor to ceiling 
shelves filled with tall glass jars 
of sweets. What the crowds were 
most interested in however, were 
the American brands of sweets 
spread across the table, the types 
that you rarely see in Ireland: 
Hershey’s, Toxic Waste, Jolly 
Ranchers.

“It’s been quiet this February,” 
she said. “You couldn’t get in the 
door before Christmas.”

The vendor said that she’d 
worked there for two years now 
and that there was a steady stream 
of business. Most of their income 
these days came from providing 
sweets for private birthdays, wed-
dings and communions. They also 
have an online service and that has 
increased income.

The further into the market you 
walk, the stranger the items on sale 
become. One stall is selling a men-
acing array of air rifles, blades, and 
other weapons, with the whole 
stall secured behind a wire grates 
like a bank-teller. Another stall sells 
lampshades, another knitting sup-
plies. There was one man sitting in 
the chair while the barber worked 
away on his hair.

Thanks to the lack of  some of 
the frills that high-street stores 
have, items for sale in the market 
tend to be cheaper than their 
high-street counterparts because 
vendors don’t have the overheads 
that larger stores do. The Liberty 
Market’s slogan is “Why pay 
more?” and it certainly lives up to 
that.t

The Liberty Market is a perfect 
embodiment of the spirit of the 
Liberties. It is a taste of the ‘real’ 
Dublin – a family of locals coming 
together to earn a living and a bril-
liant way to spend an hour on the 
weekend. 

BY SEAN CUTTLE

“There 
is a real 
sense of 

community 
and family”
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Love D8 fair returns

THE Love D8 Community 
Fair returned to the Liberties 
on Saturday February 29th, 
for the second year in a row. 
The event celebrates every-
thing Dublin 8 and allows 
the community to get to-
gether and get involved in a 
range of activities. Situated 
in the heart of The Liberties 
in St Catherine’s Church on 
Thomas Street, between 

11am and 4pm, the event 
was accessible to everyone 
in the area.

Following last year’s suc-
cess, Dublin City Council col-
laborated once again with St 
Patrick’s Cathedral and The 
Liberties Dublin to plan the 
event. Over 100 communi-
ty groups, businesses and 
schools were responsible for 
transfiguring St Catherine’s 
Church into a lively and 

bustling event. 
“With it being on a 

Saturday between 11am and 
4pm, it’s great for parents 
and their kids and no stress 
of homework or anything,” 
said Kelley Bermingham, 
community officer of St 
Patrick’s cathedral.

A series of zones scat-
tered throughout St. 
Catherine’s Church includ-
ed: HealthyD8, LearnitngD8, 

workingD8, CulturalD8, and 
CommunityD8.

All of which catered to 
everyday life and encour-
aged people of all ages to 
take part. Along with those, 
a special lunchtime concert 
took place with pop-up per-
formances, several enter-
tainers, a raffle upon admis-
sion and a free photobooth 
for families and friends.

Over the past few years, 

Dublin 8 has had rebirth 
with new businesses and 
trendy cafes that brings a 
newfound energy in the 
gem that is known as The 
Liberties. “This new energy,” 
Bermingham adds, “is a stra-
tegic plan… it’s ongoing and 
successful.” 

The community are a big 
part of this success. “Just 
like The Liberties Haunt and 
the Cabbage Patch Cauldron 

events last Halloween, these 
are all part of this plan,” 
which were emplaced to mi-
nimise anti-social behaviour. 

The council are con-
stantly partnering with the 
community to come up with 
ideas and events like this 
one that involves everyone, 
which is a massive contribu-
tion to this energy bustling 
through the streets of The 
Liberties. 

BY SHAY GALON
Lord Mayor of Dublin, Cllr Tom Brabazon, inaugurated the Love D8 event. Photo Credit: Joe @ Frank Gavin Photography

IN a landmark event, Dublin South 
Central has elected only left-wing 
and Green candidates to represent 
the are  in the 33rd Dáil Éireann.

The constituency, which incor-
porates the Liberties, has often 
been described as the “most left-
wing area in Ireland”, and the re-
sults of the 2020 general election 
appear to confirm this view after 
its’ constituents elected four left 
candidates to the Dáil.

Sinn Féin’s Aengus Ó Snodaigh 
was comfortably elected on the 
first count, and Bríd Smith of 
People Before Profit was elected 
shortly afterwards on the second 

count. 
After a further four counts 

Green Party member Patrick 
Costello and Independents 4 
Change member Joan Collins beat 
out Fine Gael’s Catherine Byrne 
to claim the final two seats in the 
constituency.

Dublin South Central was the 
only constituency in the country to 
elect left-wing only candidates and 
was one of only two constituencies 
in the entire country to elect no 
candidates from either Fianna Fáil 
or Fine Gael. 

This is the first time that Fine 
Gael have failed to win a seat in the 
constituency.

The other constituency 

to not elect a candidate from 
the old ‘main’ two parties was 
Roscommon-Galway. Two inde-
pendents were elected there, one 
of which, Denis Naughten, is a 
former member of Fine Gael. 

Sinn Féin ran a total of 42 can-
didates, with 37 of them claiming 
a seat in the Dáil. This unprece-
dented success rate of 88% may 
lead to the first ever government 
to be fronted by a party other than 
Fianna Fáil or Fine Gael. 

This is a stark contrast to the 82 
and 84 candidates run by Fine Gael 
and Fianna Fáil respectively – less 
than half of them were successful. 

This success rate will perhaps 
leave Sinn Féin rueing the decision 

to not run a larger number of can-
didates, as, despite their impres-
sive showing, they remain 43 seats 
away from the 80 seats required 
to be able to form a government 
on their own and are roughly 13 
seats short of being able to form a 
left-leaning government incorpo-
rating the Greens, Labour, Social 
Democrats and left independents.

The fact that Sinn Féin didn’t 
run a second candidate appears to 
have helped secure the left sweep 
in Dublin South Central, includ-
ing the first ever Green TD in the 
constituency. Sinn Féin’s Aengus 
Ó Snodaigh received the largest 
share of first-preference votes of 
any candidate in the country, and 

his surplus transferred to Smith 
and Collins in particular.

There was little-to-no increase 
in the percentage of women elect-
ed to the Dáil, with only a 0.44% in-
crease from the 2016 general elec-
tion. There was also no increase 
from 2016 in the number of female 
candidates running in the election, 
with 162 female candidates com-
pared to 369 male candidates.

The Social Democrats were the 
party with the highest percentage 
of female candidates with 55%, 
whereas Fine Gael were the least 
diverse of the main parties with 
only 30.5% of their candidates 
being female.

How did South Central go left?
BY PEARSE MCGRATH
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Dublin South Central aims 
for equality in politics

Women empoering eachother. Photo Credit: womenforelection.ie

GENERAL Election 2020 marked 
a turning point for women in pol-
itics. For the first time ever, there 
was a female candidate contesting 
in every constituency. 

Currently, 23% of TDs are 
women. This equates to 36 women 
out of 160 TDs. In Dublin South 
Central a majority of women ran 
and won half the seats – though 
this was a reduction from three-
out-of-four women in Dublin South 
Central in the last Dáil. 

The 2016 general election was 
the first time gender quotas were 
introduced. Currently, at least 30% 
of a party’s candidates must be 
women. This is due to rise to 40% 
in 2023. If parties do not comply 
with these quotas they are at risk 
of losing up to half of their state 
funding. 

Notably, Fine Gael and Fianna 
Fáil delivered the worst outcomes 
for women by barely pushing past 
the 30% quota. The parties that 
performed best for women includ-
ed Solidarity People before Profit, 
Social Democrats, and Greens. 

Women for Election is a 
non-profit organisation that 
coaches and supports women en-
tering politics. CEO Ciairín de Buis 
said, “the number of women who 

ran in the 2016 general election 
was almost double the number of 
women who ran in the previous 
general election.”

De Buis goes on to say, “unfor-
tunately, the larger and more es-
tablished political parties seem to 
regard the gender quota require-
ments as a target rather than the 
bare minimum they are required 
to do.” 

Thirteen candidates ran in 
Dublin South Central with seven 
being women. People before 
Profit’s Bríd Smith and Joan Collins 
of Independents 4 Change won 
two out of the four available seats. 

Commenting on the relevant 
success of female candidates in 
her constituency, Bríd Smith says, 
“I think the strong role we played 
in Repeal was important. I find that 
many women respect the stance 
we have taken on this and on 
issues related to women’s health.”

Smith recognizes the impor-
tance of her work in the communi-
ty as a factor for many voters. She 
discusses how the presence of her 
team and councillors have earned 
them “a great deal of respect” 
from voters. 

Similar to Smith, Joan Collins 
also accredits her success to hard 
work in the local community. 
Collins examines how particular 

constituencies favour women 
more due to their long established 
roots in the area.  

“Constituencies where there 
are more women serving on their 
local council tend to be the con-
stituencies where more women 
run for the Dáil and in turn where 
more women represent in the Dáil, 
de Buis says. 

However, a common consensus 
visible among all females in poli-
tics is the challenges facing them. 
Inequality in female politics can 
be measured by the Bacik report. 
In 2009, Senator Ivana Bacik pro-
duced a report about the obstacles 
to women’s equal participation 
in politics. The findings of the 
report showed the ‘five Cs’ as the 
main barriers for women. These 
are cash, childcare, confidence, 
culture and candidate-selection 
procedures. 

These hurdles are common-
place for female candidates. De 
Buis describes how “confidence 
can be a huge barrier” for women 
while Collins says these barriers 
affect women in working class 
areas the worst. 

Smith points to “the lack of 
childcare facilities or properly paid 
maternity leave. The persistence 
of sexist attitudes in many institu-
tions remains a reality.

“I am struck by how a male 
politician can be described as pas-
sionate or strong while a female 
politician making the same points 
will be described as emotional or 
irrational!” 

While the number of Dáil seats 
won by female candidates only 
increased from 35 to 36, General 
Election 2020 marked the high-
est number of votes ever cast for 
women candidates at a general 
election contest, exceeding the 
previous record (2016) by over 
forty thousand votes, according 
to Maynooth academic Adrian 
Kavanagh. 

Mary Lou McDonald could yet 
become Taoiseach. “The sheer 
visibility of having a woman as 
Taoiseach would allow young kids 
across the country to realise that 
they too can be a politician, that 
they too can represent their local 
community,” says de Buis. 

However, both Smith and 
Collins argue that female prime 
minister Margaret Thatcher did 
nothing for most ordinary working 
class women in Britain. 

Yet they remain optimistic, 
“Mary Lou McDonald is obviously 
very different and it would be a 
huge step forward if she became 
Taoiseach as a part of a left 
Government,” Collins says.

BY JANE BYRNE

“The 
persistence 
of sexist 
attitudes 
in many 

institutions 
remains a 
reality“
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THE entrance to St. James’ emer-
gency department is far from the 
glamour portrayed in shows like 
Grey’s Anatomy. Tucked away at 
the opposite end to the main hos-
pital entrance, the ED entrance 
looks like it could do with a lick of 
paint and possibly a redesign from 
the dated architecture of the last 
century.

Outside the doors, an ambu-
lance is parked. Two paramedics 
are unloading a middle- aged man, 
who is dressed in slacks and a shirt. 
He is clutching his chest in pain. 
Inside isn’t much different. The 
waiting room resembles a shabby 
credit union, or post-office more 
than it does one of Dublin’s main 
emergency departments.

There are three teller-style 
counters, with thick glass sepa-
rating the staff from the patients. 
Only one is in use, one is empty 
with the curtain drawn, and the 
other is covered with a pop-up 
poster about the risks of flu and 
looks like it hasn’t been used in a 

long time. 
A solitary staff member is sit-

ting behind the glass, which dis-
torts the sound and makes for a 
comedy of errors, and a serious 
lack of privacy, when it comes to 
taking patients’ details.

Opposite the counters are five 
rows of purple plastic seating, the 
kind you find at a stadium or con-
cert venue. While the man with 
chest pain is wheeled straight in, 
the not-so-emergency cases sit 
here, waiting to be seen.

There is a scattering of people 
sitting in the seats. A man sitting 
at the back is hacking up phlegm. 
A teenage boy, dressed in football 
shorts and a training top, is sitting 
beside his mother with his leg 
wrapped in a makeshift cast with 
one crutch lying against the arm of 
the chair.

The atmosphere in the room is 
one of resignation. Some people 
chat away to friends, chatting 
about their injuries and illnesses 
in an attempt to pass the time. 
One man, who greets all the staff 
warmly, is called by his nickname, 

and treated like a visiting politician 
(or at least that is what he thinks), 
is clearly a regular of the hospital. 

However, most sit silently, lis-
tening to the rattle and hum of the 
vending machine at the back of the 
room, and the creaking of the plas-
tic chairs when someone makes 
the slightest of movements.

Off to the right of the room is 
three doors. They are labeled as 
triage rooms where a nurse will 
assess a patient and send them for 
further treatment. Periodically, a 
nurse will open the door and call 
a patient’s name out to the crowd 
and that person will shuffle into 
the room with the nurse. 

Only two of the stations are 
being used, and the nurses look 
tired and have a noticeable sense 
of deflation as they operate the 
conveyor belt of patients, making 
sure the hospital keeps moving.

The room is covered in a dark 
atmosphere by the two security 
guards sitting behind a tinted glass 
pane keeping watch over the wait-
ing room and controlling access 
to the rest of the department. 

There also seems to be a sense of 
confusion and uncertainty among 
the patients sitting in the rows of 
cheap seating. Nobody knows how 
long they would be left waiting. 

Their attempts to ask the staff 
for an update are met with “if you 
take your seat it won’t be much 
longer”. As the day drags on, the 
room begins to fill up as more and 
more of Dublin’s sick and injured 
pour into the emergency depart-
ment waiting room in the hopes of 
treatment.

One man grows impatient with 
waiting, when the nurse once 
again opens the door and calls out 
a patient’s name, he approaches 
her. Dressed in an unmatching 
tracksuit covered with a dirty blue 
and white jacket, he is holding a 
tissue up against a large cut in his 
eyebrow. 

He tries to get the nurse to 
jump him in the queue but is met 
with short shrift and is told to sit 
down and he will be called soon. 
He goes outside to have a ciga-
rette. His name is called while he 
is away.

Even before coronavirus, 
James’ emergency dept 
has a ‘dark atmosphere’
BY SEAN CUTTLE

The Emergecny department of St James’ Hospital. Photo: Sean Cuttle

“The room 
is covered 
in a dark 

atmosphere 
by the two 
security 
guards 
sitting 

behind a 
tinted glass 

pane”
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ST Patrick’s Day is celebrated in-
ternationally every year on March 
17th. People celebrate with par-
ties, events and parades. However, 
this year due to the outbreak of 
coronavirus in Ireland, the Dublin 
St Patrick’s Day Parade has been 
cancelled due to the risk of spread-
ing the virus among the public. 
This is not the first time the parade 
has been canceled. 

In 2001, the parade was post-
poned until summer due to the 
outbreak of Foot and Mouth 
disease.

But while the parade may be 
cancelled, many smaller events 
throughout the inner city area will 
continue to go ahead. 

This year’s quieter St Patrick’s 
Day in Dublin is a reminder that 
for many years, celebrations here 
were very restrained. 

Author Maeve Binchy wrote in 
the New York Times that Dublin 
was once “the dullest place on 
earth to spend St. Patrick’s Day”.

From shortly after Irish in-
dependence until 1960, the day 
was celebrated as a holy day. This 
meant that alcohol could not be 
sold. Other countries celebrated 
St Patrick’s Day much more than 
Ireland with parties, parades and 
festivals, while Dublin remained 
quiet. It seemed as though emi-
grants enjoyed our national festi-
val more than the Irish-at-home 
themselves.

The drink ban was lifted in 
1960, and in 1969 the Dublin 
parade was taken over by Dublin 
Tourism. It became a general 
parade with American marching 
bands and cheerleaders as the 
main feature. 

In 1996 the parade really 
changed. It was shaped into a 
bigger and better event, with 

extravagant events and acts.
The parade then began to re-

ceive government funding, result-
ing in it becoming a popular tourist 
event with dance, music, art and 
culture.

What remains of this year’s fes-
tival will run in Dublin from March 
13th to 17th. The official festival 
website states it is “a vibrant and 
dynamic showcase of Ireland’s 
rich culture and heritage, both 
traditional and contemporary. 
“Funded by Failte Ireland, Dublin 
City Council, the Department 
of Culture, Heritage and the 
Gaeltacht, the packed 2020 pro-
gramme will offer hundreds of 
events throughout Dublin from 
music, performance, art, spoken 
word and literature to tours, trails, 
food. Events, family fun and much 
more.”

There are many events still on, 
including talks, shows, storytelling 
and much more throughout the 

whole of Dublin, including the 
Liberties area. The events that 
will not take place during the fes-
tival are the parade itself, a trea-
sure hunt, a Céilí Mór in Merrion 
Square, Dublin and the Festival 
Village, also in Merrion Square.
These events may be cancelled, 
but many more will continue to go 
ahead.

The Guinness Storehouse is 
one of the many places in the area 
that has an event going on for the 
festival, on March 14th. St Patrick’s 
Festival and AMP are running in 
association with the Guinness 
Storehouse to present this event.

Internationally renowned 
DJ and broadcaster Annie Mac 
is to host and perform at the 
Storehouse. 

Along with Mac, Irish rapper 
Kajaque will also perform with 
jazz beats with dynamic, poetic 
lyrics, showing life living as a 
Dubliner. Soule, who was born in 

London and raised in Dublin, is 
an electronic pop artist. She will 
also be performing, showcasing 
her heavy electronic pop and soft 
vocals. This event will take place 
Saturday, March 14th. It starts at 
8pm and ends at 12:30am. Guests 
will be one of the first to visit the 
revamped Gravity bar as well as 
being invited to explore all seven 
floors of the Storehouse.

The St Patrick’s Festival 
is also presenting Colm Mac 
Con Ionmaire, a violinist from 
Blackrock, Dublin who has played 
in Kila and the Frames, for a perfor-
mance with the Contempo Quartet 
and his full band for one night in 
Vicar Street. This gig is on Monday 
March 16th at 8pm.

These are just some of the 
many events taking place through-
out the city. See www.stpatricks-
festival.ie for more information 
and to learn about what’s on and 
how to access events. 

Not all St Patricks Day 
festivities cancelled

BY LEIGHA O’REILLY
HUGHES

Preparations for St Patricks Day were thrown into doubt by the coronavirus outbreak. Photo Credit: Leigha O’Reilly Hughes
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Is tourism helping 
the Liberties?

Gary McKenna working in Fallon’s Pub. photo by Luke Gillis

THE Liberties is known for attract-
ing tourists from all around the 
world to Dublin every year. People 
enjoy visiting the area for many 
reasons, including: drinking in the 
traditional pubs, shopping in the 
Liberty market, catching a concert 
or show on Vicar Street and also 
checking out the history in the 
area. 

Now with the new Hyatt Centric 
hotel that has opened up on Dean 
Street, there will be more tourists 
visiting and bringing business to 
the local pubs and shops. The four 
and a half star hotel is part of the 
World of Hyatt franchise, which 

started its business when entre-
preneur Jay Pritzker bought its first 
hotel in Los Angeles in 1957. 

According to Hyatt’s website: 
“As of September 30, 2019, Hyatt 
is a global hospitality company 
with 20 brands and more than 875 
properties in over 60 countries, 
across six continents.” 

Its hotel in the Liberties was 
built up against the old building 
containing a local favourite pub, 
Fallon’s, ‘The Capstan Bar’. It 
makes the traditional pub a great 
and easily accessible spot for a 
new set of tourists to go for a drink. 
Fallon’s, which claims to have was 
established in 1619, is known for 
the quality of its pints of Guinness 

in Dublin and toasted sandwiches. 
“With the new hotel in next 

door, it’s definitely good for the 
pub and its neighbours. The visit-
ing tourists do spend quite a lot of 
money here,” says Gary McKenna, 
who has been working in the pub 
for the past two and a half years.

Across the road is another busi-
ness that has been in the Liberties 
for a while: Centz, a local discount 
store located on Patrick Street, 
which makes it one of the closest 
convenience stores to the Hyatt 
Centric hotel. 

“It is bringing a little bit of 
business but not much. It’s still 
mostly locals who shop here,” says 
Santash Chacko, the manager, who 

has been working at Centz for ten 
years. “Although they’re not all 
coming in here, I think that it’s 
definitely bringing the right crowd 
to the area though.” 

If we look at the other side, we 
can see what workers in the hotel 
think are the benefits to the other 
local businesses. Sabrina O’Reilly is 
a worker in the restaurant of the 
Hyatt Centric, and told The Liberty 
how she feels tourists help the 
local area. 

“I find that the hotel is definite-
ly helping out the local area,” she 
said, “it’s very important that the 
visitors shop local too for it really 
helps our businesses here grow.”

BY LUKE GILLIS

“I think that 
it’s definitely 
bringing the 
right crowd 
to the area”
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“Get Your Life” Tour - image courtesy of Toshín

It can be safely said that small 
bands and artists have officially 
taken over the stages around the 

country particularly within the cul-
tural hub of music that is Dublin. 
The rise in popularity of small 
home-based bands and niche new 
music tastes has sky-rocketed – 
there is not one corner of Dublin 
where you wouldn’t find music 
trailing off from inside pubs and 
clubs alike. 

One such band has managed 
to harvest this massive virtuoso 
energy from the city and take it 
by storm. Toshín, a Dublin based 
college band turned local sen-
sation have taken their music to 

new levels as they tour around the 
country. 

Members include Toshin 
Bankole as lead vocalist and gui-
tarist Taran Plouzane-Brady with 
help from an array of other dif-
ferent musicians. As a group they 
have released four singles thus far 
including “We Don’t Share Blood” 
and “Go Off Girl”, and even have a 
debut EP Get Your Life that was re-
leased February 14th of this year. 

Starting as a band in 2016 as 
a college project, this talented 
sextet has over the years gradually 
evolved a huge amount, through 
both the music they write and 
how they are as individual band 

members. After listening to their 
original songs and watching their 
new music video of the song 
‘Knock, Knock’, it’s definite that 
their music and creativity is not 
something you can pigeon-hole 
into one musical category.

Being a big band with many 
members, there is a wide range of 
musical influence to draw upon. 
Every member had a different mu-
sical upbringing and background 
and putting them altogether 
created something unique with 
interesting sounds and music com-
binations from mind-soothing soul 
to jams that will have everyone on 
their feet. “It makes a weird yet 

wonderful musical soup which in-
spires our songs,” said Toshín.

Most shows of the band have 
mainly been showcased around 
the city. There have been gigs all 
over the shop with more intimate 
spots like Sin E, Drop Dead Twice in 
the Liberties to bigger venues like 
the Button Factory. “Dublin is such 
a great place for small bands at the 
moment with all these amazing 
venues on our doorstep, with loyal 
fans ready and set to fill them, if 
only they’d stop knocking down 
different venues for hotels!” they 
said. 

The group are currently em-
barking on their Irish 2020 tour 

with their Grand Social gig kicking 
off on the 12th of March and it will 
be their biggest stage performance 
yet. “We’re pulling out all the 
stops, with special guests and sur-
prises, it’s going to be big”. Toshín 
themselves have supported people 
at the venue before, however now 
it is their time in the proper spot-
light with a headline show.

Being on tour the set list is con-
stantly changing to keep the show 
upbeat and unique and these guys 
are ready and set to impress. “The 
current line-up for the tour fell into 
place perfectly in 2019 and we’re 
delighted with how things are 
going” they said.

BY JULIA BRENNAN

‘Knock, Knock’, the 
Toshín tour is here
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The accomplished comedy 
duo, The 2 Johnnies, will be 
taking their Spring Break 

Easter tour to the National Stadium 
in Dublin.

 The show, on April 10th, is part 
of their second major podcast tour.

 The 2 Johnnies are known in-
dividually as Johnny B and Johnny 
Smacks. They gained popularity 
because of comedy sketches they 
posted on Facebook. This led 
them to start their podcast “The 2 
Johnnies” in early 2018.

 When they started the pod-
cast, they had between 100,000 
and 150,000 followers on their 
Facebook page where they posted 
their sketches, giving them a large 
platform. Since then they have 
released music and their podcast 
ranks the number one podcast 
nearly every week in the Irish 
charts. 

The 2 Johnnies released their 
song “she only rings me when she’s 
locked” on February 11th, and it 
went straight to number one in the 
Irish charts.

 Since their humble beginnings 
their success has skyrocketed, 
even though they remain humble 
“Are we successful? Everyone has 
different interpretations of suc-
cessful” jokes Johnny B.

 The 2 Johnnies have lots of 
surprises in store for the audience 
members for their show. Johnny B 
exclusively told The Liberty: “For 
our gig in the National Stadium we 
will have clips from our new tele-
vision show that we are making at 
the minute and special guests.”

 Their new RTE television show, 
currently filming in America, will 
follow The 2 Johnnies interview-
ing “professional skateboarders, 
politicians, people who own weed 

shops, adult entertainers and 
much more,” Johnny B says. 

The 2 Johnnies have main-
tained that they always want 
their “shows to be remembered” 
Johnny B added: “Smacks wants 
wall to wall sand, so we’re going to 
have lovely white sand wall for the 
Hawaiian theme. It’ll be a show to 
remember.”

The 2 Johnnies podcast is 
popular all over the country and 
abroad but Johnny B said “Dublin 
and Galway are our two favourite 
places to perform in, the audienc-
es are great craic.”

The 2 Johnnies just released 
their 108th podcast episode. “We 
started the podcast because we 
could be self-employed and do 
what we love full time. Smacks 
listened to a lot of podcasts and 
our interests translated into the 
podcast.”

 
The chemistry between the 

comedy duo works for a perfect 
balance “Smacks loves human 
interest stories, like our dear 
Johnnies segment – where we give 
advice to our listeners, whereas 
I enjoy segments where I learn 
about something.”

The Spring Break Easter tour is 
only one of many things that The 
2 Johnnies fans can look forward 
to. Along with their new TV show, 
they are also planning to release a 
2 Johnnies album in 2021.

The 2 Johnnies ‘Spring Break 
Easter Tour’ will be performed in 
Dublin, Galway and Derry.

There are still tickets avail-
able for The 2 Johnnies ‘Spring 
Break Easter Tour’ in the National 
Stadium, but you may want to be 
quick getting your tickets as they 
are in high demand.

Two is always 
better than one – 2 
Johnnies  on tour
BY KATIE WARD

The 2 Johnnies take off on their upcoming Easter tour - image courtesy of thetwojohnnies.ie

“The 
audiences 
are great 
craic” 
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BY JAMES HAGAN

Folk and Irish trad legend Mary 
Black has stopped touring in-
ternationally, but still contin-

ues gigs across the country. Black 
talks to The Liberty about life off 
the road, and the comforts of per-
forming in Irish venues. 

Liberty: You’re internationally 
renowned as an icon in traditional 
Irish and folk music. Is the excite-
ment of performing live after all 
these years still there? 

Black: It’s easier and more en-
joyable now. I’ve reached a stage 
where people know who I am, 
and if they like my music, they’ll 
come to see me. There’s comfort 
in knowing I have that support. 
When I was younger, I was always 
trying to cope with the pressure, 
and make a battle for time with my 
family. If I didn’t have Joe O’Reilly, 
I couldn’t have done it. I still go to 
the Tivoli in Utrecht once a year, 
but mostly I perform in Ireland 
nowadays so I can enjoy life. It’s 
lovely not to feel that pressure 
anymore. 

Liberty: Now that you’ve 

performed sell out shows in the 
Royal Albert Hall, and across the 
U.S and Japan, have you found an 
appeal in playing smaller venues, 
with more personal gigs, or does a 
large crowd still excite you more? 

Black: Of course, selling out the 
Royal Albert Hall and having such 
successful tours across the U.S and 
Japan are all ‘pinch me’ moments, 
but sometimes the enormousness 
of such gigs can be blinding. I’ve 
always found smaller gigs more 
personal. Venues like Vicar Street 
are wonderful because the per-
former is so close to the audience. 
There’s a stronger connection, and 
music is all about connection. 

Liberty: Obviously your highly 
musical family had a prime in-
fluence on your career, but what 
influence did Dublin city have on 
your career? 

Black: Dublin was a huge influ-
ence on me. When I had started 
performing, Dublin was thriving 
with music, especially with folk 
clubs. The folk scene was huge. 
Singing was so involved in the 

culture. My father was a talented 
musician, but not an especially 
gifted singer. Yet he sang at every 
party, or event, we would go to. 
It was what you did. There would 
never really be a party where ev-
eryone didn’t sing. 

Liberty: Does playing abroad 
have a different atmosphere than 
playing on home turf? 

Black: Oh yes, the audience dif-
fers from city to city. I seem to draw 
Irish wherever I go. I’d have never 
guessed how many Irish were in 
Japan! Places like that, you’re quite 
surprised that people are even in-
terested in your music. For me, 
the Irish are the best crowd in the 
world. I brought Ireland with me 
on my tours, and that’s what made 
them special. 

Liberty: What are some of your 
favourite Irish venues to perform 
in? 

Black: Vicar Street and the 
Olympia. Recently, I’d have to say 
Vicar Street has become my favou-
rite. I feel like the crowd is behind 
you before you even open your 

mouth. It’s an amazing venue for 
feeling connected with the crowd. 

Liberty: International Women’s 
Day is fast approaching, on the 8th 
of March. Who were some female 
idols for you which influenced your 
career? 

Black: I was always fascinated 
by Billy Holiday. She survived so 
many hardships, so much abuse, 
and survived. She showed her pain 
in her music. I learned a lot through 
listening to her. Women like Joni 
Mitchell and Sandy Denny were 
also my icons growing up. Denny 
died when she was only 30 but left 
such a beautiful wealth of music. 
I never met her, but always felt as 
though I had a special connection 
to her. If I was afraid on stage, I felt 
as though she was there with me, 
pushing me. 

Liberty: You’ve talked in inter-
views, and in your book, Down the 
Crooked Road, about the impor-
tance of discussing mental health. 
Do you think Ireland has grown as 
a society in discussing topics such 
as depression and anxiety? 

Black: I think it’s improved, but 
I worry the risks of anxiety and 
depression are increasing. Suicide 
rates have been rising, and with 
social media, strangers can bully 
you from home. There’s no escape 
(from social media) anymore. 
Mental health was a taboo topic 
for Ireland when I was growing 
up. It’s so important to discuss it. 
The more it’s discussed, the better 
the situation will become. I think 
it’s most important that we talk to 
youths about depression and anx-
iety at a young age so they know 
how to look after themselves. 

Mary Black’s Irish tour starts in 
Kerry on March 14th, continuing 
on to Vicar Street on the 22nd and 
through the year across Ireland. 
Black’s last scheduled performance 
of the year will have her return to 
the famous Tivoli Vredenburg, 
Utrecht, for her only recurring in-
ternational performance.

Mary Black goes 
Worldwide

Mary Black  – image courtesy of mary-black.net
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Dublin’s famous Olympia Theatre . Photo credit: Luke Gillis

‘Fontaines’ 
of musical 
hope for 
homeless 
at the 
Olympia 

Rock Against Homelessness came to the Olympia 
Theatre on Tuesday the 3rdof March. The event 
hosted by Focus Ireland and Independent.ie 

was set up to raise much needed funds to fight the 
growing housing crisis in Ireland that has left 10,500 
people homeless.

 The show was hosted by Today FM’s Paul 
McLoone, and had Fontaines D.C. headline the show. 
The post-punk band from Dublin have earned many 
accolades for their debut album Dongrel which was 
released in April of 2019. They were even awarded 
Album of the Year by BBC 6 Music.

They announced that they will be performing the 
show in early February on their Instagram account 
stating: “Due to the gross incompetence of successive 
Irish Governments there are now over 10,000 home-
less people in Ireland, nearly 4,000 of them children. 
Focus Ireland does incredible work to help them. We 
were delighted to be approached to headline and 
curate this year’s Rock Against Homelessness show in 
aid of Focus Ireland.”

 They played a thirty minute set on the night. 
Other bands included in the line-up: The Murder 
Capital, Kneecap, Just Mustard, The Altered Hours, 
Melts, Stefan Murphy and The Mary Wallopers.

 Tickets for the sold-out show cost €38 per ticket 
with no service fee, and all profits went to Focus 

Ireland. The event also had some sponsors support-
ing them such as the Hard Rock Café, Today FM and 
Cadbury Chocolate.

 On the Olympia theatre website, the show had 
built up a lot of hype with a lot of quotes from rep-
resentatives of the organisations involved including 
the CEO of Focus Ireland Pat Dennigan who went on 
record as saying: “We are delighted that Fontaines 
D.C. are headlining the concert this year. It is going to 
be the gig of the year and it’s a great way for people to 
help to support the work of Focus Ireland while also 
having a great night out.”

Publisher of Independent.ie, Peter Vandermeersch 
also had a quote on the Olymipa’s website saying: “A 
news organisation like ours obviously reports and 
analyses the news, but we try to do more than just 
stand at the side line of events. We feel responsible 
for our society and we want to support the less fortu-
nate people in it.”

It has always been the mission of Focus Ireland 
to provide services for people who are homeless and 
people at risk of homelessness. In partnership with 
the State, Focus Ireland manages to help at least one 
family a day to secure a home and leave homeless-
ness for good and there is no doubt that with the help 
from the funds raised from the concert, they can con-
tinue this on-going mission to fight off homelessness 
for good.

BY LUKE GILLIS

We feel responsible 
for our society and we 
want to support the less 
fortunate people in it.
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Doc-umentary tells 
story of vasectomies
BY SAMANTHA DEMPSEY

Paul Webster is an award win-
ning producer, director and 
writer with more than five 

years’ experience working in the 
film and television industry. He is 
experienced in writing and direct-
ing drama as well as directing doc-
umentary and TV packages. 

Webster was always confident 
that his short “docudrama”, The 
Vasectomy Doctor, was going to be 
a hit with audiences.

“Even when I’m just describing 
it, people’s jaws drop,” Webster 
says.

The film tells some of the 
story of Dr Andrew Rynne, the 
first doctor in Ireland to perform 
vasectomies – and the some-
times-shocking struggles he faced. 

As I sat there watching The 
Vasectomy Doctor, several times I 
questioned if what I was watching 
was real – because it is that funny 
and bizarre. However, its use of ar-
chival footage confirmed that what 
I was watching was a true story.

Webster himself is interested 
in how social issues progress, and 
believes that things only change 

when “individuals push back 
against the system and stand up 
for what they believe in”. He was 
ambitious to make a documenta-
ry about this kind of person, and 
Rynne certainly fills this role.

The documentary addresses 
the many obstacles that Rynne 
encountered, such as  when Rynne 
determined to act against church 
and state by selling condoms with-
out a prescription.

But The Vasectomy Doctor fo-
cuses more on one of the aston-
ishing events in Rynne’s life: his 

attempted castration at the hands 
of a rifle-toting former patient in 
1990, a man who he would later 
meet and forgive.

Webster explains that the 
gunman was drinking in a local pub 
before the shooting, repeatedly 
saying that he was going to shoot 
the doctor. 

“Irish people being Irish, 
nobody believed him – they just 
kept winding him up and taking 
the piss out of him,” Webster says. 

The gunman was true to his 
word and later shot Rynne in the 

leg as he was in the middle of per-
forming a vasectomy. 

In the film, Rynne recalls 
his response: “You shot me you 
bastard!”

The shooter’s wife, we learn, 
had a pregnancy despite his vasec-
tomy, causing him great anger.  

The film tells the story of 
Rynne’s visit to the shooter in a 
psychiatric hospital, where the 
men talk and the former patient 
apologises to the doctor.

As a foundation of Dublin 
and Liberties culture, Vicar 
Street remains a legendary 

music and comedy hub. Below are 
Vicar Street’s upcoming gigs you 
should be keeping an eye on, virus 
permitting!

April 1st,3rd, and 9th:  Limerick 
artist and comedian Blindboy has 
made an international name for 
himself through his podcast and 
music, for outspoken discussion 
on society and mental health. 
Blindboy will bring his hilarious, 
yet insightful, podcast on tour 
starting April 1s.

April 2nd: Brazilian pop icon 
Gal Costa will perform her newest 
album, A Pele do Futuro, along with 
music spanning her five-decade-
plus career. Costa’s performance 
ranges over three acts from music 
written during Brazil’s dictatorship 
to feel good carnival frevos. 

April 4th: Comedian Enya 
Martin of “Giz a Laugh” fame brings 
her “Would Ya Be Able?” show to 

Vicar Street following an extra date 
due to popular demand, where she 
will be discussing everything from 
ladyboys to taxi drivers.   

April 10th: Another act booked 
out from public demand, the hilar-
ious comedy trio Foil, Arms & Hog 
will perform in Vicar Street through 
April 10th-12th. 

April 17th: Comedian and pod-
cast superstar Brendan Schaub 
brings his stand-up skills to Dublin 
as he tours across Ireland with 
shows also in Cork and Belfast. 

April 18th – 19th: Nationally 
adored Eurovision icon Johnny 
Logan and his band will take over 
Vicar Street for two nights in a 
night as energetic as it was 40 
years ago. 

April 22nd: West Cork, the criti-
cally acclaimed true-crime podcast 
which searches for the truth over 
the murder of Sophie Toscan du 
Plantier, a woman murdered in 
Schull, Cork. 

April 23rd: Keiran Quinn’s 

Theme night takes over Vicar Street 
for a night of music dedicated to 
specific themes. This time, the 
theme of ‘Ireland in Song’ will be 
celebrated with Quinn alongside 
Cathy Jordan, Seamie O’ Dowd, 
Sandy Kelly and more. 

April 24th – 25th: Comedian 
Joanne McNally takes over Vicar 
Street for two nights as she pon-
ders life in her 30’s, family, and 
celebrating other people’s slow 
cookers. 

April 25th: Australian band 
Confidence Man bring their indie 
and electro pop sound to Vicar 
Street, moving to Vicar Street from 
The Button Factory due to phe-
nomenal ticket sales. 

April 26th: Showaddywaddy, 
known for their chart-topping 
music and 50 plus Top of the Pops 
performances, will bring their retro 
rock & roll sound to Vicar Street, 
continuing their near 50-year 
career in reviving ‘50s and ‘60s 
hits.

BY JAMES HAGAN

Vicar Street: 
Whats on?

Famous Vicar Street sign post - by James Hagan
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A meeting with Irish 
history and heritage

Photograph of the Anglo Irish Treaty from the National Archives

When standing at the en-
trance to The National 
Archives I felt slightly 

out of my depth. My wandering 
mind had conjured up the notion 
of a dusty place for intellectuals 
and historians, with an almost 
Freemason-like exclusivity.

Within seconds of being inside 
the reading room, the main area 
open to the public, I saw a man un-
assumingly approach the desk. He 
told the archivist that his brother-
in-law had been a very successful 
competitive Irish dancer and was 
wondering was there any infor-
mation on him and his dancing 
career. The archivist answered him 
straight away with a helpful, “let’s 

have a look.” The would-be family 
historian and, by osmosis, myself 
were instantly set at ease by the 
affable archivist.

That is the mission of the 
National Archives after all, to offer 
the public an insight into the dusti-
est corners of Irish history. You will 
find anything from forgotten family 
wills to treasures like the original 
Anglo-Irish treaty of 1921, auto-
graphed by such icons as Michael 
Collins and Winston Churchill. 
Here the devil is not in the detail, 
Ireland is.

In conversation with one ex-
tremely personable archivist, 
Elizabeth McCoy, about the type 
of things the archive holds, she 

brought something startling to my 
attention. It was an artefact from 
such a dark occurrence in recent 
Irish history that I was shocked to 
have never heard of it.

The Cavan Orphanage fire of 
1943 saw 35 young girls and one 
elderly cook lose their lives in St. 
Joseph’s Industrial School, run 
by the nuns of the Poor Clares. It 
appears there was ample time to 
safely evacuate but accounts show 
that the nuns instead locked them 
in a hard to reach dormitory on 
the top floor. This was allegedly to 
prevent the girls from being seen 
by the fire fighters in their night 
dresses. Some girls who fled on 
time survived but the majority, 

following the nun’s orders, met a 
gruesome and unnecessary end.

Elizabeth produced to me fold-
ers and folders of documents con-
nected with the tragedy. I found 
myself losing an hour or more 
reading through the transcript 
from the official inquest in 1943.

There is not even a permanent 
monument to the victims in Cavan 
town and it seems only a few arti-
cles have popped up over the years 
in national press to little attention. 
There in my hands however was a 
direct link to the facts of that tragic 
night.

That was the profound moment 
of my visit to the National Archives, 
the realisation that I was standing 

in a library unlike any other. It 
is a library where every word in 
every book adds up to one grand, 
ongoing tale. It is the story of our 
shared national identity in which 
we all play a part, generation to 
generation.

If you are curious to pay a visit 
to the National Archives on Bishop 
St. Dublin 8, be sure to bring two 
forms of photo ID and a proof of 
address. Once you present those 
items you are instantly given a 
“reading card” with your member-
ship info and you are set. The ser-
vice is completely free and a right 
to every citizen, so take advantage. 
What piece of the great Irish story 
can you unearth?

BY EOIN GLACKIN
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A sesh like no other: 
Sunflower Poetry 
Sessions

Writers gather for the Sunflower Sessions taking place in the Lord Edward pub

BY SARAH LINDEBNER

Every last Wednesday of the 
month, a group of people 
who do not seem to have too 

much in common at  first glance, 
gather upstairs in the Lord Edward 
pub, just opposite Christchurch 
Cathedral. 

The age ranges from people in 
their twenties to their sixties, men 
and women alike. Some of them 
have several sheets of paper or a 
notebook in front of them, others 
just pints. A microphone and 
speakers are set up opposite the 
door. 

Declan McLoughlin, one of the 
three founders, steps forward and 
welcomes everyone back to The 
Sunflower Sessions.

“We probably are the 

longest running open mic session 
in Dublin. This is our 14th year and 
8th venue,” said McLoughlin. Since 
the first session in 2006, the open 
mic scene in Dublin has grown a 
lot, with similar events popping up 
all over the city.  

“In contrast to some other 
events, the atmosphere here is 
very relaxed. It is less competitive, 
not as much of a frenzy”, Philip 
Lynch, a regular reader at The 
Sunflower Sessions, says.

The evening is split into four 
blocks, separated by short breaks 
to catch up with each other or get 
a new drink. Each reader has up 
to four minutes to present their 
works of poetry or prose. The 
topics covered a range of subjects 

from personal memories of past 
travels to politically critical pieces. 

They are all met with apprecia-
tive applause, no matter whether 
the reader has been coming for 
years or it is their first time sharing 
their poetry with others.

“I originally prepared three 
poems for tonight, but I was too 
nervous to read the other two,” 
a newcomer admits. “Even after 
seven years of doing this, I still find 
it difficult to read publicly. When 
I started, I thought to myself if I 
don’t do it, who else will? I have 
always been writing, it just took 
me some time to take that next 
step.”

Not only are The Sunflower 
Sessions an opportunity for artists 

from every background to read 
their works to a public. A few years 
into the event, they started pub-
lishing “The Flare”, a narrow-sheet 
with readings from the sessions. 

“It helps getting writers 
published for the first time”, 
McLoughlin explains. The only 
precondition for a chance to be 
featured is to have spoken at The 
Sunflower Sessions before.

The next session is set to take 
place on Wednesday, March 25th. 
Everyone is welcome to read, how-
ever it is recommended to sign up 
via email or Facebook beforehand, 
as priority is given to confirmed at-
tendees on busy nights.

“It helps 
getting 
writers 

published 
for the first 

time”
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LATE in October 2019, 
Shamrock Rovers found them-
selves eleven points behind 
champions Dundalk after 
blowing a thirteen-point lead 6 
months previously.

This year, Rovers are in 
no mood for a recurrence of 
last season. Friday the 28th of 
February saw the Hoops secure 
a statement victory over their 
rivals from Louth as goals from 
Dylan Watts, Roberto Lopes 
and Jack Byrne earned the 
three points on a blustery night 
in Tallaght.

Both manager Stephen 
Bradley and attacking midfield-
er Byrne were keen to stress 
how important it was to main-
tain focus on the next match 
and keep feet firmly on the 
ground.

“It’s just another three 
points, we need to back it up 
next week against Sligo other-
wise it’s pointless,” said Byrne.

Pointing to the fact that 
Rovers only took one point out 
of a possible twelve last year 
against the eventual league 

champions Byrne knows that to 
attain the league title this year 
that has got to change.

“We knew that it was going 
to be a big night. We played 
them (Dundalk) at home twice 
last season and we need to be 
picking up points against them. 
We certainly can’t be losing 
points to them,” said Byrne.

The Rovers staff are keen 
to build on the exploits of 
last season, and there has 
been much made of the 

improvements they have made 
regarding their fitness, Byrne 
has reaped the benefits of it.

A full season of relatively 
uninterrupted football has ben-
efitted the ex-Manchester City 
starlet, something that Byrne 
hopes to kick on from.

“We have been work-
ing hard in pre-season,” said 
Byrne. “We’re miles ahead of 
where we were last year (fit-
ness-wise). You can see in the 
group that individually and col-
lectively we are much better.”

The depth of the Hoops 
squad is vastly improved over 
the period of Bradley’s tenure. 
Key players who were crucial 
to the cup final success last 
year such as Gary O’Neill and 
Graham Burke missed the 
Dundalk game but now Rovers 
can call on quality players in 
every position on the pitch.

As soon as last season fin-
ished, the Rovers coaching 
staff as a collective analysed 
the season as a whole and 
pinpointed the dropped points 
against Dundalk, Bohemians 
and Sligo Rovers as the games 
in which their title challenge 
was dented. Bradley was keen 
to ensure that this didn’t 
happen this year.

“When we sat down and 
analysed the table, we knew 
that we had to beat Bohs, beat 
Dundalk and beat Sligo. They 
were the three teams that we 
messed up against last year.”

“We know that last year our 
head to heads against other 
teams wasn’t good enough,” 
said Bradley.

“We’ve been working 
hard in pre-season. 
We’re miles ahead of 
where we were last 

year.”

Byrne and Bradley 
eager to impress
BY DAVID WILSON

Shamrock Rovers Photo Credit: David Wilson

Next game: 
Finn Harps

When? Friday 13th 
March

Where? Tallaght 
Stadium

Kick-off: 20:00
Odds:

Rovers 1/6
Draw 5/1

Harps 10/1
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Steady league start 
for Farrell’s Dublin

Croke Park. Photo Credit: Dylan Kerrigan

REIGNING All-Ireland cham-
pions Dublin have made a 
decent start to this year’s 
Division One football 
campaign.

The Dubs began their 
2020 league campaign with 
a clean managerial slate, 
with six-time All-Ireland 
winner Jim Gavin announc-
ing his retirement before 
Christmas. Former player 
Dessie Farrell was later an-
nounced as his replacement.

Farrell had a successful 
playing career with Dublin, 
winning an All-Ireland in 
1995, six Leinster champion-
ships and an All-Star award 
along the way. He previously 
had experience in manage-
ment within Dublin football, 
taking charge of both the 
minor and under 21 teams. 
Farrell managed his minor 
side to an All-Ireland title in 
2012, also winning two All-
Irelands with the under 21s 
in 2014 and 2017.

 Dessie Farrell has so 
far seen his side overcome 

Mayo and Donegal, with 
well-earned draws coming 
against Monaghan and 
Kerry, with their only loss 
coming against Tyrone.

The usual reliables 
such as Brian Fenton, 
Ciaran Kilkenny, Kevin 
McManamon, Dean Rock 
and Paul Mannion have all 
impressed thus far, with 
newcomer Sean Bugler also 
looking sharp in the half-for-
ward line.

The Dubs have start-
ed each of their league 
games quite hesitantly, al-
lowing opponents such as 
Monaghan and Donegal to 
score goals within the first 
couple of minutes and build 
up early leads. This has been 
unfamiliar territory for the 
five in a row history makers.

One factor that cannot 
be overlooked at the be-
ginning of Farrell’s reign is 
the never say die attitude 
amongst his panel.

Kerry were the first vis-
itors to Croke Park in the 

opening round of the league, 
in a repeat of the 2019 All-
Ireland Final. A late free-kick 
from newly crowned Kerry 
captain David Clifford was 
enough to see the spoils 
shared and give Farrell a 
draw in his first league game 
managing the Dubs. Clifford 
stepped up from 35 metres 
and made no mistake, with 
both sides thoroughly de-
serving a point.

This draw was followed 
up with a victory in Castlebar 
over old foes Mayo. On a 
horrible evening in McHale 
Park, Dublin looked comfort-
able throughout, recording 
a six-point victory. Mayo 
may have considered them-
selves unlucky, with Jordan 
Flynn receiving what looked 
a very harsh red card in the 
first half. 

Mayo led by two points 
before Flynn’s dismissal, 
with Dublin steamrolling 
James Horan’s side from 
then on. The game was 
ended as a contest when 

full-forward Rock palmed 
the ball past Robert Hennelly 
in the Mayo goal.

Monaghan looked a cer-
tainty to claim their second 
win against Dublin in two 
years in round 3, when 
Seamus McEnaney’s side 
lead by six points heading 
into stoppage time, but the 
Dubs managed to score a 
goal and three points with-
out reply in the closing 
period to leave Croke Park 
with a draw. Farrell would 
have been concerned with 
the first-half performance 
from his side, with the 
desire in the closing stages 
being the main positive his 
management team could 
take from a tough evening. 

\McManamon got the 
crucial score of the game in 
the 70th minute, slotting the 
ball passed Rory Beggan and 
into the Monaghan net. Full-
back Davy Byrne popped 
up in the final moments to 
split the posts and score the 
equaliser.

Donegal were next to 
visit Croke Park, which saw 
Dublin take the spoils with 
a point to spare. This game 
was much similar to that of 
the Monaghan game, which 
saw Farrell’s side make a 
slow start. Hugh McFadden’s 
early goal for Donegal cer-
tainly woke up the Dublin 
team. Sean Bugler was 
immense throughout this 
game, scoring a lovely point 
from an acute angle into the 
Davin end. 

Shaun Patton’s late mis-
take allowed Paul Mannion 
to pounce and tap the ball 
into an empty net, giving 
the Dubs a three-point ad-
vantage. Donegal followed 
up with two points of their 
own, but it was not enough 
to stop Dublin claiming their 
second win of the league 
campaign.

A trip to Omagh was next 
up for Dublin. With storm 
Jorge causing disruptions to 
many fixtures, it was unclear 
whether this game would go 

ahead. Healy Park passed 
a pitch inspection an hour 
before throw-in and the 
game went ahead. Strong 
winds and heavy rain made 
it impossible for both Tyrone 
and Dublin to gain any sort 
of momentum in the game. 
Very few moments stood 
out in this game, with the 
kicking of Tyrone goalkeeper 
Niall Morgan and goals from 
Dublin’s Colm Basquel and 
Tyrone’s Rory Brennan being 
the main highlights in the 
game.

Brennan’s goal in the 
final minute of the game 
gave Tyrone a three-point 
victory. This was a crucial 
victory for Tyrone and a 
very impressive response by 
Mickey Harte’s side, follow-
ing a heavy defeat to Galway 
last weekend. Although 
this is Dublin’s first defeat 
of their league campaign, a 
place in the League Finals is 
still well within their grasps.

BY DYLAN KERRIGAN
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UNLESS coronavirus calls off the match, 
Mick McCarthy and his Irish side will take 
on Slovakia on Thursday, 26 March in a Euro 
2020 play-off. If his side are to come through 
this one-legged tie, they will be faced with 
a daunting away trip to Bosnia-Herzegovina 
or the short trip to Windsor Park to play 
Northern Ireland. 

Bosnia are set to take on Michael 
O’Neill’s side in the other play-off game with 
the match being played in Zenica, Bosnia’s 
home venue of choice.

 Ireland face a gruelling trip to Bratislava 
to take on Slovakia in what could be 
McCarthy’s last competitive game in charge 
of the Boys in Green, with Stephen Kenny 
set to take over in the summer.  

At the time of writing, it appears Ireland 
should have a nearly full-strength squad to 
choose from, with Ciaran Clark struggling 
for fitness after picking up an injury against 
Arsenal. James McCarthy is looking to regain 
his place back in the side after he was left 
out last time due to an injury.

 Shane Long will also be looking to regain 
his place in the squad after he has reignited 

his form in 2020 for Southampton. The 33-
year old from Tipperary scored twice in the 
Premier League and once in the FA Cup in 
the first two months of the year. 

 Slovakia too have strengths of their own 
in the form of former Napoli midfielder, 
Marek Hamšík. Hamšik was an influential 
part of Napoli growing as a European force 
in the early 2010s. Hamšík, who moved to 
China last year to play for Dalian Yifang, is 
the captain of this Slovakian team looking to 
reach the Euros this summer.

 Another Irish striker who’s in great form 
is Callum Robinson. Robinson is currently 
on loan from Sheffield United at promotion 
chasing West Brom as they look to make a 
return to the Premier League for the first 
time since 2018. 

Robinson has played five games to date 
and has scored two goals which is a decent 
return for the forward as he looks to take his 
goal scoring exploits into the play-offs.

 In terms of the defensive set-up, Ireland 
have plenty of options to choose from with 
the Irish defenders impressing so far this 
season.  

John Egan and Enda Stevens along with 
Matt Doherty are Ireland’s in-form Premier 

League defenders this season. 
Egan and Stevens, playing in their first 

Premier League season with Sheffield 
United, have featured a massive 53 times 
between them this campaign as their newly 
promoted side are pushing for a European 
spot in the league and comfortably sit in the 
top half of the table. Stevens recently scored 
a superb goal against Brighton in their 1-1 
draw. 

 Matt Doherty is another defender in a 
rich vein of form. The right wing-back is an 
important part of Wolves’ defence as well 
as their attack. Doherty has only missed two 
games in this season’s Premier League and 
has an impressive return of three goals and 
two assists in this campaign. Doherty has 
also scored for the Irish team this season 
as he scored the equaliser in the 1-1 game 
against Denmark in November.

 With the FAI undergoing a recent fi-
nancial crisis, the Irish players will carry 
the weight of an organisation as well as 
the hopes of the nation as qualification to 
the Euros will guarantee a major financial 
windfall, and the unique opportunity to host 
home European championship tournament 
fixtures. 

BY GAVIN MC STAY

 The Aviva Stadium Photo Credit: Gavin Mc Stay

Ireland hoping for 
Euro qualification

When? 26th 
March

Kick-off: 19:45 
Where can I 

watch it: RTE 2
Odds:

Ireland 5/2
Draw 9/4

Slovakia 6/5
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IN 1999, Dublin’s ‘Origins Muay Thai’ club 
opened its doors for the first time. It was 
the first gym offering training in the combat 
sport Muay Thai to be opened in Dublin.

 “I boxed as an amateur from nine years 
old, started kickboxing at 15 and found Muay 
Thai at the age of 19,” the club’s founder and 
head coach Paul Kelly told The Liberty.

 “I then started training Muay Thai under 
Master Toddy in Manchester, back in the 
early 1980s and fought on the Muay Thai cir-
cuit in the intervening years, before opening 
the gym in 1999.”

 New members join the Origins Muay Thai 
team every year. The numbers that attend 
the gym in Arbour Hill, near Stoneybatter, 
each week have always been consistent. “It 
has always been busy, some will train for fit-
ness and some to compete in the ring. There 
is always a steady influx of new blood each 
year.”

 With over 21 years’ experience in coach-
ing the sport, Kelly’s knowledge of the sport 
is extremely strong. 

“The rules are similar to boxing. There 
are five three-minute rounds, finishing in a 

three-person judged points decision or by 
way of early stoppage ie. knockout or tech-
nical knockout. 

“Professional fights are fought in eight-
ounce gloves, for fighters under 70kg, or 
10-ounce gloves over 70kg. Amateur bouts 
are usually fought in 16-ounce, for the less 

experienced fighters.”
 The sport is labelled by many as being 

quite similar to MMA, but this is not the 
case. “It differs to MMA as there is no ground 
wrestling allowed, hence why it is termed a 
stand-up striking art,” Kelly said.

 With many different fighters coming 
through the gym each year, the Muay Thai 
club have produced many successful com-
petitors on a worldwide stage, winning both 
European and world championships. 

“Some of our most notable fighters are 
Stephen Meleady, Uvais Bisayez and Ferial 
Ameeroedien who have won European and 
world titles. All have spent time living in 
Thailand fighting on the professional fight 
circuit there.

 “Ferial Ameeroedien, one of our top 
female fighters, has appeared in a reali-
ty-TV fight series in Thailand called Fight 
Girls.”. The club has been able to transform 
newcomers to the sport into professional 
fighters.

 The dedication that the Origins of Muay 
Thai competitors put in to training cannot be 
ignored. 

“A competitive fighter in training camp 
would train six times a week. People just 

training for the fitness/self-defence aspect 
may train only two or three times a week. I 
always advise people to train a minimum of 
twice weekly to get real benefit. Consistency 
is the best way to learn,” said the head 
coach.

 To be a successful coach in any sport at 
any level, certain key attributes are needed 
to make the process work. “The most im-
portant aspect is to try to give the correct 
tools and advise your student so they can 
reach their full potential in what they wish 
to achieve.

 “You must recognise for what reason 
each student takes up the art of Muay Thai. 
It is a tough contact sport, so training is tai-
lored to whether they are there for fitness/
self-defence or they want to compete and 
become a fighter and pursue a career in the 
ring.”

 Many younger newcomers enter the 
gym each year. “We allow all newcomers a 
free trial class before they sign up so they 
can see if Muay Thai is for them, as it may 
not suit everyone. If they enjoy it, then just 
jump in and join up and train as much as you 
like. So just come down, train and learn and 
leave the egos outside the door.”

BY DYLAN KERRIGAN

The Origins of Muay Thai training facilities in Arbour Hill Photo Credit: Paul Kelly

So just come 
down, train, 
learn and 

leave the egos 
outside the 

door.”

Dublin Muay Thai 
gym in Arbour Hill
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Flores’ firecracker 
as Rovers go top

IT’S Shamrock Rovers who have 
surged to the top of the SSE 
Airtricity Premier Division after an 
enthralling opening set of fixtures.

A first home win for Rovers 
against champions Dundalk since 
May 2017 has given Stephen 
Bradley’s side an early advantage 
in a title race which is sure to have 
numerous twists and turns before 
the culmination in October.

Tallaght Stadium played host to 
a spectacle for the ages as Ireland’s 
top two went toe to toe in front of a 
record crowd of 7,522 for a league 
game in Rovers’ home ground.

A star-studded audience includ-
ing senior international manager 
Mick McCarthy and his assistant 
Terry Connor, under-21 interna-
tional manager Stephen Kenny and 
long-time League of Ireland 
supporter President Michael D. 
Higgins witnessed one of the goals 
of the year.

Twenty-two minutes in, after 
going a goal behind, Dundalk 
winger Michael Duffy stepped 
up to take a corner in front of a 

large vociferous away support. 
The corner was driven, angling 
away from Alan Mannus’ goal, the 
majority of the contingent of the 
Dundalk attackers headed towards 
the near post.

However, Jordan Flores, the 
Lilywhites’ cultured left-footed 
midfielder made a run towards 
the back stick. As the ball made 
its way towards the eighteen-yard 
box, Flores waved his wand of a left 
foot which met the ball at its high-
est point and thundered his strike 
beyond the clutches of Mannus.

Such was the excellence of this 
goal; it took the ground a second 
longer to react. Sheer disbelief was 
etched not only on the faces of 
the fans but also the players such 
as Sean Gannon and Sean Hoare 
could not quite believe the perfec-
tion of this goal.

If you are one of the very few 
that haven’t seen it, think Zinedine 
Zidane. Think of the famous vol-
leyed Champions League Final goal 
in Hampden Park in 2001. It was 
THAT good.

Thanks to social media, pieces 
of genius such as this were 

immediately shared and broad-
cast all over the world. Over eight 
million views and counting, fea-
turing on news reports in Russia, 
China, and even making it to the 
famed sports broadcast ESPN 
SportsCenter where the shear 

quality of the volley garnered the 
attention of even the most casual 
of sports fans.

The game ended with another 
special bit of brilliance. Irish inter-
national Jack Byrne received a pass 
23 yards from goal. He weaved and 
wormed his way away from would-
be defenders before bending a 
beautiful strike into the bottom 

corner securing all three points 
and top position in the league, for 
now.

Speaking after the game Byrne 
spoke glowingly about his former 
teammate Flores’ wonder strike.

“Cracker” said Byrne. “I played 
with Flores at Wigan and I know 
he has that (goal) in the locker, 
just didn’t think he’d take it out 
tonight. I’m delighted for him that 
he scored because he had a tough 
time last year with injuries, he’s a 
lot fitter than last year and hope-
fully he can go on and have a good 
season.”

It showed that even though 
there is a fierce rivalry between 
these teams, the respect they have 
for each other is high.

Elsewhere in the league, 
Shelbourne have made a fine start 
on the return to domestic top-level 
football. A win away to Cork City 
was followed by a battling home 
performance against Dundalk 
which resulted in a 2-1 loss.

A derby win against St. Patricks 
Athletic thanks to a Jaze Kabia 
header has saw Ian Morris’ side 
take an impressive six points from 

their opening three games.
Pats have gone under a seri-

ous revamp under boss Stephen 
O’Donnell as he tries to put his 
own stamp on the Inchicore men. 
Their opening game saw a home 
loss against Waterford before win-
ning away to Sligo Rovers. Defeat 
in Tolka Park has already put the 
pressure on the team as their 
European aspirations are dealt a 
blow, although there is plenty of 
time to rectify.

Bohemians suffered defeat to 
Shamrock Rovers in their first game 
before picking up six points against 
Waterford and Sligo. A gruelling 
away trip to the Brandywell to face 
Derry City saw Keith Long’s side 
lose 2-0, in what many believe will 
be the two teams to battle for third 
place behind Rovers and Dundalk.

There is no doubt that the 
highlight of the opening rounds of 
games is the majestic Jordan Flores 
strike, however the season already 
shown great promise, some con-
troversy and an abundance of 
attacking football as the summer 
draws nearer.

BY DAVID WILSON

Bohemians take on Sligo Rovers at Dalymount Park  Photo Credit: David Wilson

“I know he 
has that in 
the locker.”
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